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of sand-cement bricks; but if a building
construeted with them is sorrounded by a
verandah—which is very neecessary in our
climate—I contend there is no hetter mater-
ial that could be used and no more comfort-
uble home could be erected. The use of
sand.cement bricks, which are hollow, leads
to the coolest possible home, which is a
great advantage in our excessively hot sum-
mer days.

Hon. C. R. Cornish: Hear, hear!

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Another point is
that we do not need skilled tradesmen to
make them, and a tremendous quantity ean
be made in a day. Moreover, they can be
laid very quickly. But is the Government
using that material, or does it intend to do
20? We want to know these things, not for
the sake of criticism but in order that we
may be helpful. The scarcity of homes is
shocking. A bouse was advertised the other
day, and & friend of mine got out of bed at
six o’clock and applied for it. He said there
were between 140 and 150 people there al-
ready, and he was there at ten min-
utes past six. That shows how acute the
position is. But without illustrations of that
kind, we know how serious the problem is;
we know how people have heen herded in
hovels in which icsanitary conditions must
prevail, What is faeing us is this: Our
men are coming home; that is to say, those
are coming home that the Commonwealth
Government is not keeping in the Army,
for apparently the intention of the Govw-
ernment is to keep a5 many men and women
in the Services as long as it can because
it 1s not ready to do the things it has been
promising to do for years.

For the last three years the Common-
wealth Government has been promising to
provide work for these people. 1 ask:
Where is that work? Nothing is ready.
Houses have been promised, but not one
home was built in 1944, Where are the
homes for these people who will be return-
ing from the war? Let it not he forgotten
that many of our young men were married
hut had no homes of their own. Their wives
stayed with relatives. But the men are
eoming hack and expeet to have homes fo
which to take their wives. There are none;
they are homeless. Only in the last few
weeks has any preparation been made
though there has been a lot of talk and
Press artieles, whick have meant nothing.

379

It is up to every one of us to put his shoul-
der to the wheel and see what he can do
to assist in the matter; and we ean assist
only if we know the position. I hope,
therefore, that the House will agree to tha
motion so that we shall he able to look
through the papers and, thus fortified, set
out to assist in whatever way we can, if
there is any way possible,

On motion hy the Chief Secretary, de-
hate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon W.
H Kitson—West): I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
Tuesday, the 11th Scptember,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 840 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

MURCHISON ELECTORATE.

Return of Member After Appointment as
Minister.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the
return of a writ for the vacancy (Ministerial
by-eleetion) in the Murchison -electorate
showing that William Mortimer Marshall has
been duly elected, I am prepared fo swear
in the hon. member.

Hon. W. M. Marshall took and subseribed
the oath and signed the roll.
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GREENOUGH ELECTORATE.
Report of Panel of Inquiry.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have consulted with
the panel of hon. members nominated by me
to determine whether a vacancy has oceurred
in the seat for the electoral distriet of
Greenough, and have to report—

1. That I obtained from the Minister for
Air, under date the 22nd August, a letter
which sets out (inter alia) that certain ad-
vices have been received to the effect that
Flight-Lieutenant J. V. Newton was lost
over German territory on the night of the
J4th January, 1944, and that since then
inquiries have been made through the Inter-
national Red Cross, but no news concerning
Flight-Lieutenant J. V. Newton has been re-
ceived. Under those circumstances the pro-
visions of the National Security (War
Deaths) Regulation 6 have been resorted to,
and a certificate of death issued in respect
of Flight-Lieutenant J. V. Newton.

2. I accept with very great regret the
finding sef out in the above letter, that prima
facie Flight Lieutenant J. V. Newton is dead,
and the panel appointed by me agrees in this
finding, but in view of the possibility of
such death not being a faet, I recommend
that nomination day be fixed not earlier than
the 26th September next, so as to provide
for the application of Section 38, paragraph
5 of the Constitution Act Amendment Act,
1899.

THE ACTING PREMIER (Hon. A. R.
. Hawke—Northam): I move—
That the report he received.

Question put and passed.

RESOLUTION—THE WAR.
Message from Minister for the Navy.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received a mes-
sage from the Minister for the Navy reading
as follows:—

Hon, J. B, Sleeman, Speaker, Legislative
Assembly, Perth. Desire to thank all members
of Legislative Assembly of Western Australia
for resolution passed conveying the deepest
thanks of the people of Western Australia to
the Fighting Men of Australia for the magni-
ficent gervice they have given. I shall be
pleased to convey this resolution to the Gov-
ernment and membera of the Royal Australian
Navy. (Spd.) Norman Makin, Minister for
Navy,
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QUESTIONS.
PIG INDUSTRY.
(@} As to Prices Payable by Britain.

Mr, MANN asked the Minister for Agri-
caltore:

1, For how much longer is the payment
of the present prices for pig meats to con-
tinue?

2, What is the expiry date of the existing
agreement for the TUnited Kingdom Gov-
ernment to take all Australia’s surplus of
pig meats? .

3, Are the prices payable by the United
Kingdom Government under such agreement
subject to variation from time to time?

4, If so, are the variations gspecified in
the agreement?

5, If not, what notice will be given to
producers of the variations in price?

6, Is there any guarantee that future
prices will be profitable to producers and
if so for how long?

The MINISTER replied:

1, Pig meat prices are fixed by the Com-
monwealth in aceordance with values pro-
vided for under the Commonwealth Pig
Meat Acquisition Plan, The plan provides
for twelve months’ notice of any reduetion in
the prices at which pig meats are acquired.
Notice of intention to reduce prices has not
yet been given, and it is understood that
present prices will continue until 30th Sep-
tember, 1946,

2, The agreement ceovers a four-year
period ending 30th September, 1948, Re-
garding the first two yenrs of the agreement
the United Kingdom Government will pur-
chase the total quantities made available.
Quantities for each of the last two years
are to be a matter for annual negotiation
hetween the United Kingdom Government
and the Commonwealth Government.

3, Yes, but reasonable notice of intention
to vary prices must be given by either Gov-
ernment.

4, No, variations are a matter for negotia-
tion hetween the two Governments.

5, It is understood that twelve months’
notice wonld be given to the industry of any
changes in prices under the agreement en-
tered into with the United Kingdom Gov-
ernment.

6, Answered by questions Nos. 1 and 5.
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(D) As to Losses during Railway Transport.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Railways:

1, What number of pigs died in course of
iransport gver the railways to—(a) the met-
ropolitan fat stock market; (b) bacon fac-
tories in the metropolitan area; (¢) country
stock sales, during the years ended 30ih
June, 1944 and 19457

2, In how many cases—(a) were claims
lodged against the department for the loss
of such pigs? (b) were such claims paid.
and what were the amounts invelved?

The MINISTER replied:

1, This information is not recorded.

2, (a) One ¢laim was lodged in respect of
pigs delayed in transit to Midland Junection
suleyards; (b) The department accepted
partial responsibility for the delay and
compensation paid aceordingly

PERTH HOSPITAL.

As to Manpower and Materiels for
Completing.

Mr. LESLIE asked the Minister for
Health:

1, Has the Government made any effort
to secure the immediate release of man-
power and material required to speedily
complete the construction and equipment of
the new Perth Hospital?

2, When is it expeeted that this work will
be completed and the hespital be available
for occupation?

The MINISTER rteplied:

I, To achieve this result a higher priority
than is at present available will be necessary,
and this matter has been taken up by the
Premier with the Prime Minister,

2, No estimate ecan be given until the
question of priority and release has been
settled.

PARDELUP PRISON ESCAPEES,

As to Mt Barker Lock-up and Stricter
Control,

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister repre-
senting the Chief Secretary:

1, Does he know that while in police cus.
tedy at Mt. Barker lock-up four recaptured
eseapees from Pardelup Prison made a fur-
ther break away from the lock-up?

2, Is it correct that their means of es-
cape from the Mt. Barker lock-up was by
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the removal of a sheet of iron from the
roof of the place in which they were de-
tained ?

3, Is it & faet that another prisoner who
escaped from Pardelup at the same time
had been taken to the Albany gaol?

4, If so, what was the reason why lthe
four men were placed in the Mt. Barker
lock-up and not in a place of safer cus-
tody?

5, In view of the statement in the 1942
report of the Comptroller-General of Pris-
ons that “the best behaved and most respon-
sive as well as first offenders” are impris-
oned at Pardelup, is it a faet that one of
the prisoners who escaped was serving a
sentence of four years’ imprisonment for
stealing with violence, and another eighteen
monthg for incest and if so, what justifiea-
tion can be advanced for allowing these
prisoners to be at Pardelup in & closely
settled distriet of farming properties where
women and children are frequently left
without sufficient protection?

G, If the faects are as stated above, and
bearing in mind nine eseapes from Pardelup
for the year ended the 30th June, 1942,
and two for the year ended the 30th June,
1943, will he take steps to ensnre —(a) that
prisoners convicted of such offences as were
meniioned above are not imprisoned at Par-
delup; {b) thai strieter supervision is exer-
cised over all prisoners at Pardelup? 1£
not, why not?

7, Is it a faet that prisoners from Parde-
lup are allowed out on public roads unat-
tended by an officer or warder, and if so,
will he undertske that this practice wil?
cease, and if not why not?

8, If it is intended that future escapees
from Pardelup are to be lodged at the Mi.
Barker lock-up after recapture, will he taks
steps immediately to provide premises from
which eseapes such as that which took place
last week will be impossible in the future?

9, Ts he aware that at intervals over many
years there has been grave concern among
residents living on the farms in the district
at the number of escapes.that bhave taken
place and the lack of sufficient protection
which have resulted in the stealing of motor
vehicles, firearms, and other articles, and
will he undertake that every possible step
be taken to prevent a recurrence of these oc-
currences? ;
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The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST replied :

1, Yes,

2, Yes.

3, Yes.

4, It was considered that the Mount Bar-
ker lock-up was guite snitable.

5, Every care is exercised in the selection
of prisoners for Pardelup in aceordance
with the statement of the Comptroller Gen-
cral of Prisons referred to. The honour sys-
tem prevails at Pardelup and it is to be re-
gretted that all prisoners have not fulfilled
cxpectations.

6, (a) Only under exceptional eireum-
stances have prisoners convicted of these of-
Tences been or will be transferred to Parde-
lup; {b) This is constantly receiving the
attention of the department.

7, No. The only occasion pricopers are
permitted on public roads is when the
officer-in-charge enlists the service of a pris-
oner to assist in driving stock.

8, The matter of providing a new poliea
station and lock-up at Mount Barker is un-
der eonsideration.

9, The recent cscapade at Pardelup on
V.P. night may have given rise to some con-
cern among vesidents living on adjacent
farms, hut having tegard to the number of
priseners treated at Pardelup over the
vears, it ean be said that this was an excep-
tion rather than the rule. Everything pos-
sible is being done and will eontinue to bo
done to prevent any repetition of the oecur-
rences referred to.

ASSENT TO BILL,
Message from the Lieut-Governor re-

ccived and read notifying assent to the
Supply Bill (No. 1), £2,700,000.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Twelftk Day.

Debate resumed from the 23rd August.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-Mid-
land) [4.40]: 1 desire to associate myself
with all the kind references that have been
made in the congratulatory addresses to the
members who have recently been promoted.
I wish to sympathise with the member for
Geraldton in his indisposition and I hope
that it is not of a serious or permanent
nature. I feel quite optimistic that, after
he has imbibed the serene docility of these
eross-benches and has rested in the peaceful
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atmosphere that now surrounds him, he will
be restored to his former good health. We
have the member for Murchisen in quite a
new role. He has been allotted a very heavy
task for an inexperienced Minister, but the
hon. member has displayed eourage and
initiative and I believe that, with the good-
will of members during his initial efforts,
bhe will render very valuable service as an
administrator of State. I think it is reason-
able to be generous and to extend goodwill
to new Ministers, and then later on, if the
goods are not delivered, they will come under
the fire of eriticism that is generally applied
to those of more mature experience.

We have seen the member for Roebourne
promoted to one of the administrative posi-
tions of Parliament. The hon. member—
quiet, unassuming and matter-of-fact—is the
very antithesis of what we in this House
have grown aceustomed to and, while he
may not be quite as helpful as has been
our experience, I am inclined to think he
will prove just as exacting. BSomehow or
other I associate the hon. member’s eleva-
tion to the Chairmanship of Committees with
my earliest experience in Parliament. Many
vears ago I had the privilege of being elected
a member when Parliament sat in the Town
Hall buildings. TFhe Legislative Assembly
Chamber was then where the Commonwealth
Savings Bank is now located. The Speaker
was the Hon. Sir James Lee Steere. who
was a very fine interpreter of constitutional
law and Parliamentary procedure and had a
special gift of ruling the House firmly. On
one occasion the turbulent member of those
days—the late Charles Moran—was making
one of his speeches and directing a very
vicious attack—I think I ecan safely use
that term—from the Opposition side against
the Government benches. After working
himself up, the defence remaining silent, be
leant over, shook his fist, and said, “T will
say this.” Bir James Lee Steere sat up
very quickly and in a quiet voice remarked,
“The hon. member had better not.” That
was the end of it; he did not make the
utterance as intended, and things were more
peaceful as a result. I feel that the member
for Roebourne is going to be one of the
type that will not say a great deal, ‘and I
am not going to take the risk of igmoring
him, as I am afraid T have been in the habit
of doing in the past because I thought I
might get away with it.
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I have listened with considerable interest
to the speeches delivered during this debate.
I have been a persistent advocate of Parlia-
mentary reform from within Parliament it-
self. T find that there is a growing feeling
amongst members and in other circles that
we in this State cannof continue as we have
been doing in the past and that the need
for reform is becoming more pronounced as
we grow older. For instance, the Leader
of the Opposition displayed very great
anxiety during his speech regarding the
little control that Parliament has over the
spending of money. For years I have em-
phasised that we are not consulted about
expenditure. Neither is it possible for us
to be consulted, owing to the operations of
the Loan Council and the financial arrange-
ments between the Commonwealth and the
States. The hon. member wanted a public
works committee to be appointed, but I sug-
gest that bhe is a little late in making the
proposal hecanse I do not think that any
public works committee could function,
owing to the special arrangements that are
necessary to fit in with the various gather-
ings that take place for the control of State
finances, both Premiers’ Conferences and
Loan Council meetings.

Concern was expressed by the member for
Nedlands that we were not as closely in
touch with the people as we might be, and
he suggested that we should attempt to con-
tact the people more closely and endeavour
to gain their good will. The contribution
by the member for Claremont was much
along the same lines, though his idea of
bringing the State Parliament more under
the notice of the electors was that the Press
should be more generous in the space allotted
to the reporting of Parliament. Members
will recall that he went so far as to sug-
gest that, if this could not be arranged, we
should have glass cases outside of town halls
in which speeches could be pinned np for
the information of those electors who have
very little knowledge of what is going on
inside this Chamber beeause of the limited
Press space given to the reporting of mem-
bers’ speeches.

The Minister for Lands: I am glad he
did not suggest pinning up our photographs
as well.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: T do not think
he went to that extent.

The Minister for Lands: Just as well.
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The most satis-
fying item of all 1 have read or heard in
recent times—and it is associated with the
period during which Parliament has been
in session—was a leading artiele in “The
West Australian’’ of the 9th August
headed, ‘‘Beggars and Profiteers.”” This
article was very illuminating and demon-
strated that ‘‘The West Australian’’ news-
paper is fully conscious of the serions
financial position of this State owing to the
expansion of Commonwezlth activity into
spheres that were previously the responsi-
bility of the State. The article points out
that Western Ausiralia is a mendicant
State and continues—

The claimant States—

meaning Western Australia, South Austra-
lia and Tasmania—

are mendiecants beeause yearly they have to
beg from the more prosperous East a sufficient
grant of funds to enable them to function om
a lower standard of community well-being than
the Eastern States enjoy.

It proceeds to point out that Commeon-
wealth-wide protection has enabled New
South Wales and Vietoria—

to reap hugely increased wartime revemues,
while Queensland has prospered, partly through
Federal assistance to sugar and butter and
partly throngh the coneentration of the physi-
cal side of the war effort in that State. These
large surplus revenues have not yet been spent
- - - . They have therefore been placed in re-
serve for use after the war in financing re-
habilitation policies,

The position of this State is, as is pointed
out in the article, dependent apon the good-
will of the Grants Commission, which 1s
bound by the arrangements outlined in the
Commonwealth legislation which created
thai body. The article continnes—

After 12 years of Commonwealth grants as re-
commended by the Grants Commission, Western
Aunstralia has bheen brought not one pound

nearer to being able to earry on without an
annual Commonwealth grant.

The article then proceeds to refer to uni-
form taxation. I notice that the same jour-
nal has contributed during the last day or
two a very helpful article on uniform tax-
ation, but I do not propose to comment on
that. In the article from which I have
been quoting, after referring to uniform
taxation and Dr. Evatt’s hopes in that-con-
nection, the writer proceeds—

However the decision goes, Western Austra-
lia eannot regard the future with equanimity.
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The article coneludes—and this is the main
point made, and it is a serious one—

But this mendicant State will live on the dole
for ever unless gomething drastic is done to
overcome the causes of our chromic need for
Federal aid,

That is a peculiar statement, coming as it
does from 2 journal that did its best to pre-
ven{ from being implemented the policy
that had been formulated to overcome the
weaknesses of the mendicant States. When
the Federal authorities outlined a way of
overcoming that which the newspaper says
will become a permanent weakness unless
something is done; when something had
been put into proper shape and submitted
to the people whereby what the article ad-
vocates might have been done, that journal
was not prepared to give such a proposal
its support. I admit there is room for a
difference of opinion on details in regard
to policies of that kind; but, when the posi-
tion is as serious as this article indieates,
‘The West Australian’’ should have been
more liberal with its space in giving the
case for the passing of the Keferendum
than it was during the period in which the
people of Australia were being educated
.as to the arguments for and against the
proposition.

Mr. MeDonald: The paper gave equal
space Lo both sides,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am glad te
hear that; I am not in a position to deny
it. I do not think that the case for and
against was altogether out of balance; but
the feeling I had was that, instead of there
being a difference of opinion, a division
between those of us who have studied the
weak position of this State, we should have
tried to make common caunse and arrive at
some understanding that would not place
us in the position which I think, before
I sit down, I will prove we are in at pre-
sent. The paper goes on to say that a
permanent remedy is not so easy to find.
We all know that a permanent remedy is
not easy to find by the maintenance of
‘State Parliaments. If State Parliaments
are going to continue, the remedy is dif-
ficelt; but if we approach the problem, as
it must he approached ultimately, from an
Australia-wide point of view, it will be
for the National Parlizment, which now eon-
trols the purse and has taken that control
from the States, t0 meet special needs—not

[
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by a Commonwealth grant but by full re-
sponsibility for the general administration
of this State and its development.

I find myself in agreement with ‘‘The
West Australian’’ at the moment. But the
point is that, while it now exposes the posi-
tion, it must appreciate, with me, that the
State’s financial outlook is not improving.
In this connection I am going to refer to
figures I quoted during the discussion of
the Estimates last year. I then went to
some trouble to analyse the financial posi-
tion, and pointed out in my Budget speech
that we could not accept the situation eom-
placently but had io realise the serious
position in  which we were placed. I
pointed out that the Treasurer during that
financial year (1943-44) had had a windfall
in the shape of (wo large amounts of
money, one being a sum of about £50,000
over and above the estimated revenue from
totalisator receipis; and the other, a like sum
—about £48,000—becanse of an increased
contribution, over and above the estimate,
from probate. In other words, at the time,
£102,600 was received from these two items
of excess revenue. That sum was beyond
all anticipation. When we had that amount
we finished up with a surplus, in round
figures, of ahout £38,000. In the ordinary
course of events, without that £102,000
there wounld have been no surplus. In actual
fact—if we get down to sound economics—
that amount, coming at a time when we
could not spend money on special works of
development, should have been put, as the
Eastern States have done, into Teserves so
that it would be available when we have {o
face the enormous task of rehabilitation.
That was last year.

We have not had the figures for this year,
other than the statement made at the close
of the finaneial year at the 30th June last.
Apart from the Treasurer’s statement made
at that time we have had no information
regarding the details of the items as pub-
lished. Apain an extraordinary thing has
happened. Again two items have been
buoyant in that the totalisator tax has con-
tributed over £55,000 more than the esti-
mate. The explanation of that is the pre-
sence of large numbers of good spenders,
in the shape of our friends from America,
who contributed to the buoyancy of the
totalisator contributions.  Probate, unfor-
tunately, was buoyant to the extent of about
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£65,000 over and above the estimate of

£210,000. In addition—and this is & special
item of interest—the stamp duty which was
estimated to produee £220,000 gave us
£30,800 above that amount. These figures
are for the 30th June, 1945. The buoyancy
of the stamp duty figures is an indication
of a change-over from the wartime period
to the post-war requirements, &nd evidently
of people adjusting their businesses and ac-
tivities so as to be ready to face the altered
eonditions at the elose of hostilities. What-
ever the cause, we bhave there a sum of
£151,000 beyond the estimated revenue and
yet we finished the year with a surplus of
a little less than £5,000.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Do you not think
the drought increased the expenditure?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That is so. We
must realise that there are always ups and
downs in all economic problems.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: You are only dealing
with the “nps” at the moment.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: I am picking
out the cxtraordinary contributions of spe-
cial items, as being contributions towards
the State’s position. Had the State not re-
ceived these special amounts it wonld have
finished the year with a substantial de-
ficiency, I regard these figures as aminous.
For some years now I have tried to get
members to appreciate that we cannot go on
as we are at present. There must come a
time when we, as a Parliament, must face
the position. We must try fo do something
to fit our Parliament in with the altered
economic position of the present time as a
result of the penetration of the Commeon-
wealth Government into what were pre-
viously the affairs of the State. We must
also study the troubles of this State, and
overcome the difficulty outlined by “The
West Australian” on the 9th August when
it declared that we would be on the dole.

If we are going to be on the dole let us
be on it on s proper economie basis. Do
not let it be of a casnal kind, Let us know
exactly where we are and how best we ean
approach the position, But foday we are
on the dole and ignoring the fact because
we happen to have the Grants Commission
which reviews the position of the State and
ladels out a certain amount of money, not
based on the requirements of this State,
but to give to the State its just dues com-
pared with what is being spent in what
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are called the standard States, namely, New
South Wales, Victoria and Queensland. If
they are buoyant we get a little less; if
they are down we get a little more, com-
paratively. In other words, if they have a
surplus we get enough to give us a surplus;
if they have a deficiency then our position
is eased to the extent that we are not looked
upon as being incompetent becanse we have
a deficiency.

Hon, J. C. Willeock:
factors.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: I know, but one
cannot go into detail at the moment, Natur-
ally more detail will be presented by the
Treasurer, and by other speakers, as a re-
sult of the information given, when the Bud-
get is delivered. T find it diffieult to follow
the finances of the State until I get in my
possession the report on the Public Accounts,
and have had time to analyse them to the
standard of my ability. We have to realise,
as members, ihat, as has been pointed out,
the standard States, apart from their cur-
rent revenue and their annual Estimates,
have, as “The West Australian” pointed out,
put into reserve large sums of money to
meet the rehabilitation period. We will be
in the position that we will be judged by
comparison with those other States. Thai
is going to be a very serious position. None
of us 1s preparcd to say that our people
should receive less gonsideration than is ex-
tended to those in other States, but the fact
remains that we are going to experience
very grave difficulty in living up to the
standard that will be set by the affluent
States which have reserves put aside in spe-
cizl funds for the rehabilitation strain that
will be felt.

I do not think this SBtate will be able to
stand up to the first shock of rehabilitating
members of the ¥orces and others who will
be released, and who will have to be trans-
ferred from their present occupations to
civil employment. This question is causing
me grave concern, and the knowledge I have
of the previous war and of the deplorable
positron we got into then makes me feel that
the loss of the Referendum was, to this
State an eeonomic—

Mr. Seward: Godsend!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No, it was an
cconomic calamity. There is no way by
which we can increase the income of the
State. Income tax is a ready means for so

There are other
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doing, but uniform taxation makes this im-
possible. Then again, to be fair, we must
admit that under the uniform taxation pro-
visions this State is receiving more money,
or did receive more money, than was antie1-
pated. It can be said that this State has
not suffered as the result of uniform taxu-
tion.

Hon. J. C. Willecock: We are getting
only the same amount that we taxed ou-
selves,

Hon. W. D. JOANSON: We were get-
ling 2 little more.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: No.

Hon, W. D. JOBENSON: I will be pre-
pared to argune that after the Budget has
been brought down. We wera lucky thal
our taxation was high in the period selected
for basing the distribution of ithe uniform
tax. But the fact remains that, compared
with other States, we have been well treated
as the resnlt of uniform taxation.

Mr. Mann: That may not be public opi-
nion.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: We were treated
only as well a5 we treated ourselves

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not even
look to the public opinion poini of view,
especially on the economie side. I try to
analyse the position to the best of my abil-
ity, and I desire to express my views for
what they are worth, and frust ihey will ul-
timately reach the people so that they will
realise that there are two sides to the ques.
tion. I will deal with that phase a litils
more fully before I sit down. We are at
the stage now when we can look only to the
Loan Council to help us through. There is
no other way by which we can get increased
revenue. The obligation is on the new Pre-
mier to hring the speecial condition of this
State prominently before the Loan Couneil
so that Joan funds will be buoyant if Tev-
enue is short. But of course we have to ap-
preciate that that is a dangerous course
and will help towards what “The West Aus.
tralian” points out, namely, =& perpetual
need to be on the dole by the fact that wo
have to pay interest on the money that we
get from the Loan Council. TInterest is diffi-
cult to obtain.

During a rehabilitation period it is not
likely that we should have many public
works thai will be revenue-producing from
the ontset. Therefore, the strain will he
greater as a result of our dependency upon

[ASSEMBLY.|

loan funds. The member for Nedlands ap-
proached the question of the position of
this State and he asserted that the State
Parliaments had allowed their prestize to
be lowered by submitting major questions to
the Commonwealth Government for sethe-
ment; that the framers of the Commou-
wealth Constitution had never intended that
{he Central Authority should enjoy the
{inancial rower that it has today and that
it had usurped extra powers. That is true.
1t usurped an enormous amount of power
that was not anticipated originally, but the
faet remains that it has that power. Thers
is no way of our getting it back so, there.
fore, I do appeal to members to realise that
it has gone and that we, as a Parliament,
cahnot expeet to do our financing as we did
in the past, when the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has usurped, as the hon. member
points out, power that was originally within
our grasp. Then the hon. member went on
to remark—

It was incorreet to eay that the Common-
wenlth had comprehensive powers in legisla-
tion. Its powers were definitely limited. State
laws were only invalid when they conflicted

with Federal laws on subjecta in which the
Federal Parliament had power to legislate,

That is quite sound and quite true, bot the
hon. member forgot altogether that in this
State we have this weakness, that in con-
nection with legislation the Legislative As-
sembly is not all-powerful. Tt is not in
legislative charge of the framing and pass-
ing of legislation. We have a second Cham-
ber that uses ity power to enact legislation
and to frame it not always in the interests
of the people but rather—and it is its Te-
sponsibility te do it—in the interests of
property. The member for Nedlands pro-
ceeded—

State Parliaments must consider how they

eonld retain the loyalty of the people and
regain their support.

Thus jt is evident that the member for Ned-
lands appreciates that the State Parlinment
is gradually but surely fading ouf, inasmuch
as the people are devoting their political
thought and exercising their politieal activi-
ties rather in a national than in a State
sense. He continuned—

The State Parliament must legislate for the
wants of the people in thia State. There were
many avenues through which the State Parlia-
ment could dao that. There were diverse wayd
in whieb it could identify itaself with the lives
of the people and be a leader and not a fol-
lower.
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Again the hon. member appreciates that we
can only follow today; and we follow the
Commonwealth Parliament because of its
encroachment upon many of the activities
that were previously administered by the
State Parliament, and also because in con-
nection with any financial arrangement the
Commonwealth controls the purse.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: But that applies to
all States.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: Yes, to all men-
dieant States.

Hon, J, C. Willeock: No, it applies
to all States.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The member for
Nedlands devoted some thonght to what the
State could do by way of legislation, but he
did not touch upon the financial, or econo-
mie, side which, to my mind, is the most im-
portant and oceasions us most apxiety. Let
us all devote a little thought to the legisla-
tive side. As the member for Nedlands said,
the State Parliament has full control re-
specting matters other than such as ecome
into conflict with the Commonwealth law.
The hon. member thinks the people’s wel-
fare should be catered for to a greater ex-
tent than at present. He gave every in-
dication of that when he said, “The State
Parlinment must legislate for the wauts of
the people in this State” I submit that
when he made the statement he forgot all
nhout existing circumstances. e was ad-
dressing the members of the Legislative As-
sembly, and he must know perfectly well
that in matters of legislation this House can-
not do that which it would desire. There-
fore, the member for Nedlands cvidently
orgot there was a second Chamber, which
is a property Chamber, and is not elected as
representative of the people. I do not blame
the member for Nedlands for forgetting
about the Legislative Council because few of
us know much about it otber than when it
interferes with, mutilitates, or defeats some
of our legislation.

Hon. N. Keenan: Or improves it.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is only when

it deals with legislation that we know the
Upper House exists. I submit to hon. mem-

bers that the Legislative Council is the part

of Parliament where we should try to start
reforming. It is so important today with
regard to our representations that we ap-
preach all our economic difficulties with
sympathetic consideration. - The Premier is

[18)
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reported as having said recently at the Pre-
1iers’ Conference or the Loan Council meel-
ing that he was not prepared to declare
what Western Australia could do with re-
gard to taking over price-fixing. He pointed
out that while the Government would be
favourable to such a move—and 1 suggest it
would be enthusiastieally favourable—for
the protection of the people against pro-
fiteering, seeing that the Commonwealth
Government would experience some diffi-
culty in doing that for us, we bhad, as the
Premier mentioned, a Legislative Couneil
and therefore he had to appreciate the fact
that he might not be able to secure the pas-
sage of legislation that was necessary.

Then again there is the important gues-
tion of land settlement. We know what
that phase means to the prosperity of a
State like Western Australia. Unless we
can develop our lands and make them profit-
able, we shall be in a bad way. Our second-
ary industries are progressing, but their
possibility of providing employment is sc
limited that a great deal of attention mnst
he devoted to land settlement if we are to
inerease or even maintain our existing popu-.
lation. Again the guestion arose with re-
gard to Commonwealth assistance in connec-
tion with that phase of development, and
the Premier once more had to state that the
Legislative Council might prove to be a
stumbling block. I submit that we have got
to realise that unless we do something in this
Parliament to demonstrate that we appreei-
ate the special ecircumstances and there-
fore endeavour to  effeet economies,
that unless we recognise the fact that we
have difficulty in regard to legislation as a
result of the existence of the seecond Cham-
ber and that we have diffienlty in connec-
tion with finance as the resuli of our some-
what extravagant expenditure on DParlia-
ment and in other directions, and that un-
less we, who are in control, demonstrate owr
anxiety and determination to do something,
I suggest we ghall be failing in our duty.

Let us view the Legislative Council from
the economic angle. Members know that,
as g result of the Commonwealth encroach-
ment that was so ably outlined by the mem-
ber for Nedlands, the work of members of
this Chamber has been reduced considerably.
I believe that we all, try to fulfil our obk-
gations up to requirements, but I venture
the opinion that there is no member of this
House whe, if he had not to attend to a fair
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volume of work associated with Common-
wealth responsibilities, would not find it
difficult to fill in his time as g Stale mem-
ber.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: Not at all,

Mr. Needham: No; the hon. member
should speak for himself,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I can speak only
in the light of my own experience. In the
Guildford-Midland electorate I have three
local governing hodies and another on the
fringe of it, which I regard as part and
parcel of my electorate. I attend to the re-
quirements of those local governing bodies
very thoroughly, but my activities in con-
nection with old age, invalid and widows’
pensions and such like matters oceupy a
great deal of my time. The point I want
to make is that we are sitnated in such a
position that we are expected to render ser-
vice to our constituents, and we do it in ac-
cordance with our feelings of responsibility.
Some are more conscientious than others, but
nevertheless we all endeavour to fulfil our
obligations. But the work available is snf-
ficient to keep us busy. We are constanily
in our electorates and eontacting our people.
We receive eommunications from them. We
are the media of public representations to
those who are in charge of administration
in Government activities, '

Mr. Rodoreda: We are the liaison officers.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We are the ¢om-
municating ehannel between the electors and
Parliament ns constituted.

Mr. Needham: In addition, .we have our
own State work,

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: Yes, but wa
have a considerable volume of Common-
wealth work to carry out. We in this Cham-
ber must realise that we do not constitute
Parliament. While we are doing all these
things, and it is our pleasure to do so seeing
that we are paid for attending to such
tasks, we must realise that there are others
who are being paid but eannot be availed
of becaunse of the altered conditions largely

operating during periods of recess, During -

such periods, members of the Legislative
Council have little or no responsibility in
the general administration of the affairs
of the State. In my electorate they do mnot
come into the picture at all, other than at
social gatherings,

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. Doney: And you are taking that for
granted in connection with gther constitu-
encies !

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I speak in the
light of my own experience,

Mr. Doney: And you applied your re-
marks to a State as a whole. That is the
trouble.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I take my elec-
torate, which is an exacting one, as a bulk
sample of other electorates.

Mr. Doney: You do not know the posi-
tion elsewhere,

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: From my ex-
perience, I can say that I travel around the
State a good deal and come into contact
with Assembly members wherever I go. On
the other hand, I seldom meet members of
the Legislative Couneil at business gather-
ings that I atiend and where members of
the Legislative Assembly are found to be
helpful and are looked upon as capable of
assisting in the solution of difficulties that
exist in various parts of the State.

Mr. Doney: Others of us have a different
tale to tell.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We must face
up to the fact that Western Australia can-
not afford to carry two Houses of Parlia-
ment. It is economically impossible to do
it, and we shall lose prestize, as the mem-
ber for Nedlands said, in the eves of every
person in Australia if we allow this condi-
tion to continue in spite of the drastically
altered eirenmstances of the mowment. T
said at the outset that I was a member of
Parliament when Parliament sat in the old
Town Hall chamber. In those days the
State bad just shed the responsibility of
defence, customs, excise, post office and all
the other big activities that went under the
control of the Commonwealth Government.
There were 80 members of Parliament at
that time adwministering the affairs of the
State, including loan-raising direet from
London and the spending of loan funds in
the general development of the State
which was going shead rapidiy because of
the expansion of the goldmining industry.
There were 5} members in the Assembly
and 30 in the Counecil at that time, and
we stil! have 80 members.

Mr. McDonald: But the population of the
State has since increased fourfold.
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is not alto-
gether a question of pepulation, although
that is a contributing factor, bui whether
the responsibilities associated with Parlia-
ment justify the expenditure on adminis-
tration

Mr. Doney: You mean that Cabinet has
a far easier time now than it had then. Js
that the idea?

Hon., W. D. JOHNSON: No. There are
more Cabinet Ministers today than there
were then.

Mr. Mann: How many were there in
those days?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I think six, but
[ am not sure.

Mr. Mann: There should
anvhow,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not want
to go into that point. The member for
Nedlands, and other speakers who have
contributed to this dehate, appreciate that
the position has changed considerably as a
result of the Commonwealth’s assuming
control of many aetivities formerly carried
on hy the State Parliament. T wish parti-
cularly te emphasise that the Legisla-
tive Council lends itself to economiec re-
furm, an immediate reform, and one simple
of accomplishment. The Legislative Coun-
cil costs the State £30,000 per year, if one
takes into account salaries, cost of elee-
tions, eost of rolls, lighting, cleaning, sta-
tionery and all other things essential to the
maintenance of the Couneil. The total
cost, as far 23 T can calenlate, is fully
£30.000 -per annum,

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: That is not very
much.

Hon. W. I, JOHNSON: It is not very
much, but one should consider the cost in
relation to the fact that during the recess
the members of the Legislative Council
eannot he serviceable to the State. They
are onlv serviceable to the State while
the Conneil takes part in legislation, and
I point ont that the Couneil last year sat
. for onlv 139 hours.

Ar. McDonald: The Legislative Couneil
members were active in their provinces.

Hon. W. D. JOIINSON: The hon. mem-
her now seeks to make them big guns in
the eeneral attention to affairs in the
ecouniry. leaving the Legislative Assembly
memhears out of the pictore. We all know
it is no use trying to cover up the position.

be 12 now,
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We know that the Legislative Assembly
members are the ones who are active 1n
all parts of the Siate; and, if we are hon-
est with one another, we resent interfer-
ence in matters with which we ourselves
are dealing as the representatives of the
people as a whole, as distinet from the
representatives of a section of the people.
We have to realise that the Legislative
Council costs £30,000 a year and that last
year it sat for only 139 hours. It there-
fore cost the State last year £215 an hour
for the Legislative Counecil.

Myr. Withers: It is dearer than the war!

Mr. Abbott: It saved the State thousands
of pounds!

Hon. W. D. JOHINSON: The hon. mem-
ber knows as well as does any member of
this Chamber the value of the Legislative
Council from the property-protection point
of view. I do not profess to know as much
ahout that as does the hon. member

Opposition members: Oh!

Mr. Mann: What about the Westralian
Farmers?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: I had in mind
that in my electorate not one in a hundred
could say who the members of the Legis-
lative Council are at the present time.

Mr. Abbott: They must take very little
interest in it.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The hon. mem-
ker takes a lot of interest in it, of course,
and his eleetors would know possibly mueh
more than do mine about it, but this is my
estimate for my own distriet, and I ven-
ture the opinion that T have more politi-
cally-minded and politically-educated con-
stituents in my electorate than the mem-
ber for North Perth has in his. I like to
be realistic in (hese matters.

Mr. Doney: If you want to be realistie,
why say that about property?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do know that
ws cannot go on maintaining two Cham-
bers at that eost for one, and there I shall
leave the matter. I have given the figures
and raised the matter from my own point
of view. T suggest the time has arrived
when we should appoint a Roval Commis-
sioner, a man like Prof. Manldon or some
person of equal qualifications, to go into
the matter and ascertain whether we can,
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from the economic angle, afford to con-
tinue the Legislative Council, whether that
Chamber is necessary to the welfare of the
State and its people, whether its members
are occupied in proteeting the people to
an extent commensurate with the salary
which they receive, and whether the cost
is ont of proportion to the capacity of the
State. It should not be pecessary for me
to go into detailed figures; someone should
be appointed to underiake that task, so
that the people may know exactly where
the State’s money goes and where it is
being most wastefully expended.

Mr, Seward: Look out that they do not
tackle the Assembly!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Of course, the
hon. member, coming from the -country,
would say, ‘‘Look out that they do not
tackle the Assembly.”’

My, Seward: Yes, it would be awlkward
if they did.

Hon, W. D, JOHNSCN: Surely the hon.
member has lived long enough to know that
property will ncever dominate Aunstralia
again. True, it has dominated Australia
for many years, but the people are pradu-
ally and surely gaining the aseendancy.

Mr. Seward: T have been misled.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: This is one of
the few States which cannot afford a Leg-
islative Couneil such as ours. Apart from
the position in which we find ourselves to-
day, as ecompared with our responsibilities
of years ago, when we controlled all the
activities of the State, I submit we should
be influenced by the trend of the world.
Surely we must sec the drift of the world
and appreciate what is taking place in
other parts of the world. We must not
stagnate. We are a people who should
lead, but we have been left behind in mat-
ters of Parliamentary activity and Parlia-
mentary eonfrol. If we turn to any eoun-
try today we shall find that the people are
getting greater conirol and greater power.
The administration of concerns which pre-
viously were controlled in the interests of
private enterprise are now in those coun-
tries in the hands of the people. It is true
we have had a good deal of consolation for
a period, hut we are now getting a little
anxiety. We thouzht the world was being
organised in anticipation of peace control.

[ASSEMBLY.]

We saw a great many going over to the
Left. That term means control by the
people for the people’s gain, as distinet
from monepoly contrel for private gain.
That is the difference between the Right
and the Left,

Mr. Doney: On which side are you?

Hon. W. D. JOHXSOXN: There is no
question but that the world is turning to
the Left and trusting the people io take
charge of those maiters that eount so much
in the eommunity. It is true that America
has .thrown a spanner in the works for the
moment; but you, Mr, Speaker, and I quite
understand what 1s behind all this. Britain
is a little upset; there is disorganisation of
all that was anticipated as the result of
the Dumbarton Oaks and San Franeiseco
talks and the other gatherings that took
place from time to time, so that we might
be ready to meet the shoek of rehabilita-
tion and the change-over from war economy
to peace economy.

Things are not panning out just exactly
as was anticipated; but I have sufficient
confidence in those in authority, particu-
larly in Great Britain and her Dominions,
to know that wise counsels will ultimately
prevail, and that the stability of control
by the people has been organised as the
result of appeals to the peaples in varions
countries, particularly the Mother Countrv!
This indieates that we are reaching a sta-
bilised position, but we cannot say we are
in step with all those countries which have
introduced reforms so long as we try to
eovern this State in the way we did 43
vears ago. The Leader of the Opposition
pointed out that Parliament was not being
consnlted in matters of big expenditure.
Year after year I have drawn attention to
the faet that we, that is, the members of
this Chamber, are not consnlted on ex-
penditure matters when the Annual Esti-
mates are brouzht down. Those Estimates
are really a report of what has been done
rather than of what it is anticipated shall
be done. T know it cannot be changed; it -
is the fact. It is a Cabinet responsibility.
Cabinet funetions regularly in this respect
and, under the present methods of control,
it is nat possible for Cabinet to consult
Parliament now an the annual hasis that it
did previously. But Parliament should be
consulted in matters where big expenditure
i5 involved.
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I wish to refer to the very great expen-
diture that has taken place, or is taking
place, on the survey of the proposed route
for the uniform gauge railway. I was Min-
ister for Works a good many years ago.
Ag 3 result of consultations with these in
suthority in the Commonwealth Government
and the State Government, and of confer-
enges between engineers Tepresenting all in-
terests concerned, it was decided that a sur-
vey should be made in Western Australia
in anticipation of the building of what was
then known as the trans-Australian railway
from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle, After a very
thorough inquiry and a good deal of thought,
it was decided that the line should go down
on the south side of the river and avoid
bridges and river crossings. After a good
deal of trouble, a survey was made that pro-
vided for a grade of 1 in 80 with load. I
thought, as Minister for Works, that that
would be all we wonld require. To my mind,
a 1 in 80 grade was an economical one on
which to operate.

Before my time as Minister for Works,
the James Government had taken into ae-
count the ultimate extension of the 4ft,
8%%in. gange from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle.
In anticipation of that, a big area of land
had been resumed slong the south side of
the river, and some of it was expensively
resumed, beeaunse buildings were erected on
it and people were living on that land. So
far as I know, all that land is still in the
hands of the State. In anticipation that I
would be making some comments, I asked
the Minister for Works during what period
those resumptions were made, what they
cost, and whether the land was still under
the control of the State. The Minister has
replied that the information eannot be made
available until the end of the month. I
realise it is diffieult to get snch information
on the spur of the moment, but I think
members should know that already a given
sum of money, the details of which I hope
we shall be given in due course, has already
been expended in anticipation of the line
being taken down on the south side of the
river in order to avoid a river crossing.

We now find thaf, without Parliament
being consulted, or our being asked whether
we are still of opinion that the line should
come down on the south side of the river,
everything is being discarded. According to
Sir Harold Clapp, the presenf proposal is

a0

that the new route shonld leave the existing
line—not a little east of Chidlow, as the line
to which T am referring would have left it
and then ¢ome down one of the valleys into
the Swan on a 1 in 80 grade—at Northam,
and, for some reason I cannot understand,
ron from Northam to Toodyay, and from
Toodyay come back to Midland Junction. I
do not see why that is being done. The line
i3 going fto cross the Swan River to gef
to Bassendean, and from Bassendean it will
strike out through the back of Bayswater
around Mt. Lawley, and come in again, I
think, at Subjaco or Daglish.
Mr, Styants: At Claremont.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I visualise the
State and try to understand what the mile-
age of the proposed line will tun into. I
eannot understand why this is being done
and what influence is behind the change
that takes the line from the original deter-
mination to the present cne. Above every-
thing else I submit that this Chamber on
this important question should have been
consulted. Now we have Sir Havold Clapp
travelling through Ausiralia declaring de-
finitelv where the line in Western Australia
will run, while we ourselves know nothing
about it.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Perhaps they will be
doing the paying.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: WNo. At the
Loan Couneil meeting the Premier gave
some figures of what the States’ contribution
was or would be towards the survey.

Hon. J. C. Willeock; The Commonwealth
is paying.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I may be wrong.
I did read that the Premier at the gather-
ing in Melbourne referred teo the survey
being proceeded with. I may have misread
the statement, but my impression was that
the State was accepting some of the liability
for the survey.

Mr. Rodoreda: No doubt it will, later on.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: T desired to
bring this illustration under the notiee of
members. What are we here for? What is
our function? Why is it that these things can
go on and we should be constantly ignored?
If we are to be ignored, why does this Par-
liament exist? If Cabinet is going to con-
trol the Parliament of this State, let us have
it controlling the State as a committee work-
ing under a central authority, and let us
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have some regional council created that will
provide a closer contact with the people
withont all the burdensome administrative
organisation such as Parliament constitutes
today. I desired to draw attention to the
fact that we are accepting a good deal of
liability in connection with the standard
gauge, and yet we do not know what it all
amounts to. The Premier, at the Loan
Counecil meeting, hesitated fo give the
scheme his support, although he admitted
that the survey was proceeding and thai the
State was contributing towards it. With all
that in, he stil] hesitates as to the period
when the work most requires to be done,
that is to say, at the time when we can best
absorb the unemployed en masse. I would
never agree to our bailding the uniform
gauge from Kalgoorlie fo Fremantle in one
set job, to our starting it at a given period,
and continuing it until the work was com-
pleted. -~

My, Seward: That is the proposal.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That is not
what I would advoeate. We should use the
work to help our cconomic situation. We
should speed it up when other workls are
short, and ease off when other works are
ahundant. There is no necessity for ex-
pedition in the matter.

Mr. Doney: e do not think so, either.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The work
should be passed so that it e¢an be put in
hand at the right time. It is essential work,
It must come ultimately. We cannot develop
this country, as Sir Harold Clapp himself
points out, as one country with a break of
gauge such as we have at present. Austra-
lia 5 not united today; it is divided. Wa
have many different gauges of railways and
many breaks in our journeys from one part
of Australin to another, From the com-
monsense point of view we know that can-
not go on indefinitely, and we must face the
inevitability of the work. I claim that the
time to face it is now. Let us have the work
approved and et us arrive at an under-
standing as befween the State and the Com-
monwealth, and use the work for the pur-
pose of casing the strain that will be put
upon us in the post-war reconstruetion per-
ind, as well as it will he put upon all the
other States. I admit that I am out of step
with many members, and possibly with guite
a number of those sitting on this side of the
House.

[ASSEMBLY.]

I cannot believe that the workers of thiy
couniry can reach the standard of living o
which they are entitled as compared with
tke standard in evidence in the Eastern
States. I admit that we have that standard
teday. I will go turther and say that in the
past we have had a higher standard than
has been seen in any other State in Austra-
lia. I am conscious of that as a result of
travelling through the Eastern Siates in the
vears gone by, We are, however, gradually
going down. What I am sure of is that
when the pressare comes we shall not be
able to stand the strain as well as the other
States will. We shall be judged hy what we
¢an do and by what we are doing compared
with the other States. If we fail, we shall
have to plead that this State is so circum-
seribed that it cannot do justice to its.own
people, and that that is due to the encroach-
ment of the Commonwealth Government in
our revenne-earning activities,

If it is true that the Commonwealth Gov.
ernment has encroached to the extent of
creating an impossible task for this Parlia-
ment, we should go to it and say, “You have
made the position impossible. It is up to
vou to place the people of Western Austra-
lia on the same standard, without any dif-
ferentiation, and give them the same privi-
leges as the people in the other States en-
Joy.” As we stand today, we are not in a
position to do that. I appeal to members
to approach the question from the aspect of
parliamentary reform from within. I com-
mend to the Government that as a first step
towards that reform it should appoint some-
ome as a Roval Commissioner to go info the
question of the necessity for maintaining the
expensive and unnecessary  Legislative
Conneil. I trust that will be done.

MR. HOLMAN (Forrest) [3.58]: T wish
to assoeiate myself with the expressions of
regret that the member for Geraldton {(Hon.
J. C. Willeock) should have felt compelled
to resign from the office of Premier. I am
partieularly sorry that he was caused to take
thig step hecanse of hig health. I have had
many kindnesses at his hands and have a
vivid recollection of the abhility he at all
times displaved as Leader of the House. I
hope that now he has vefired from that
strenuous position he will be spared for
many vears to carry on his work in the
Assembly as a private member. T should also
like to congratulate the present Premier,
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who was Minister for Lands and Agriculture
until he became Leader of the House. As a
Minister, he was associated with a econsider-
able proportion of my electorate and with
the agricultural pursuits conducted therein.
Because of the ability he has displayed, I
am convinced he will prove a worthy sue-
cessor to Mr. Willeock.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member should
say “the member for Geraldton.”

Mr. HOLMAN : In the Minister for Mines
and Railways (Hon. W, M. Marshall) I am
sure the Ministry will be enrieched. We have
heard him speak on many occasions on
numbers of subjects with which he is con-
versant. When he takes hold of matters
appertaining to transport in this State, we
should soon see the sparks beginning to fly.
May I add my congratulations to the new
Chairman of Committees. 1 congratulate
Cabinet on its appointment of the new Pre-
sident of the Arbitration Court, Mr. E. A.
Dunphy, as I feel sure it is a very wise selee-
tion on the part of the Government. I have
been associated with the new President of
the Arbifration Court for many years, both
personally and in connection with industrial
activities, and I know he has the Arbitration
Act and industrial laws at his fingertips, and
will prove a worthy suceessor lo ex-Presi-
dent Dwyer.

During the past year we have witnessed
many momentous happenings, the greatest
of which was the end of hostilities, not only
with Germany but with Japan also. To-
gether with other members I cannot help ex-
pressing relief that such a peried has passed,
and I sincerely hope that in the future such
an ordeal will never again be thrust npon the
human race. During the year—within the
last couple of months—the Government an-
nounced that it had approved of the main
recommendations in the report of the Elec-
tricity Advisory Committee in relation to
the South-West Power Scheme. That is
one of the most momenfous deecisions made
by this Government for some time, especially
in its effect on the constitneney that I repre-
gent in the South-West, in addition to the
other South-West electorates. It is hard to
visnalise what this will eventually mean to
the development of the South-West.

It has been announced that the Govern-
ment intends to inirodunce legislation, during
this session, to implement the recommenda-
tions of the Advisory Committee, and I hope
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that will be done as soon as possible, It
is recommended that the works proceed in
three stages, the first of which is to cost,
I voderstand, £1,100,000. I am gnxious to
know whether, in addition to the towns that
have been enumerated—that is the large
towns sueh as Bridgetown, Donnybrook,
Harvey and so on—this scheme will also
cover the outlying districts near those towns,
and in that I include the timber mills. I
hope those areas are included in the Govern-
ment's decision. I am glad the committee
considers that the establishment of the South-

- West power scheme should precede, and not

follow, any post-war development, beeause
I believe the institution of that scheme will
give the driving foree that is necessary to
post-war development in the South-West
portion of this State. I do not intend te
deal at length with that question, as I hope
to hear further information when the neces-
sary legislation is introduced in this Cham-

ber.

I was particularly interested in a state-
ment by the Minister for Education, which
sppeared in last Sunday’s edition of tha
“Sunday Times,” to the effect that the ces-
sution of hostilities had renewed the hopes
of those who, prior to the war, anticipated
big developments in edueation through the
use of einemas in schools. The *“Suaday
Times” headed that article, “Movies in
Schools to Replace Blackboards.” Visual
edncation will be a big factor in the educa-
tion of our children in the future, and there
is no doubt that the dry old lessons that
have been the rule in schools will be bright-
ened up and made more interesting in thic
way. Naturally the children will take more
notice and will absorb extra knowledge ow-
ing to this development, but I am anxious
to know how this will affect the country
sehools, Is it to be the policy of the Edu-
cation Department to take this visual edu-
cation infe the country schools as well as
those in the metropolitan area?

Last session, when speaking on the Esti-
mates, I brought to the notice of the Minis-
ter for Edyeation the tremendous activity
that was taking place in the United King-
dom in education, not only by means of
cinemas and radios, but also by the use of
television. I then asked that the Minister
interest himself in the subject, with a view
to securing the latest information from the
TUnited Kingdom, but I have not received
any intimation that that has been done. If
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it has not, I sincerely hope steps will now
be taken to ensure that we will not be lag-
ging behind other countries in this particu-
lar form of education for our children. An-
other educational reform in England has to
do with visual instruetion, and daylight
films have been perfected, doing away with
the grouping of children in halls, and al-
lowing the films to be shown in the class-
room in daylight, Still another perfected
invention which was being used in schools
in Great Britain was the endless filin,
whereby different subjects eould be filmed
and shown over and over again to instil
those subjects into the minds of the chil-
dren.

Now that the Minister has announced that
the cessation of hostilities has made certain
things possible, 1 hope we will go in for
the full ambit of this method of edueation.

Although we do not know very much about.

it in this eountry, television, according to
the Television Committee
Great Britain in 1943, has come to stay.
From certain articles that I have recently
read I understand that television sets are to
be retailed at prices as low as £15 to £20
per instrument. Surely we should be ready
for any move in that direction, and the first
to benefit from it should be the children,
if it is used as a means of education. An-
other way to assist the children would be to
brighten up the atmosphere of the schools.
Country schools for the most part are
shabby both inside and outside. The iv-
terior walls are painted in gloomy colours,
giving the seholars a gloomy outlook on life.
Such drab surroundings do not give the
children the atmosphere to cnable them to
chsorb the education that is being given to
them. Old-fashioned desks are provided,
making the time spent in school very tir-
ing, so that the children have not the energy
to complete their day's work., I realise that
all these things could not be put right at
cnce, owing to the lack of manpower and
materials, but that is the usual story. Tt
does not matter what one asks for, tha
answer is always a story ahout the lack of
manpower and materials. As a post-war
work I think one of the first should be that
of improving the facilities for eduncating the
children who are to carry on this country
of ours.

I have been battling to get some of the
schools in my electorate renovated or re-
paired, but have not heen able to do any-

appointed in -

[ASSEMBLY.]

thing about it. The ‘Government has now an-
nounced, through the Lieut.-Governor's
Speech, that it has arranged to build houses
under day-labour conditions. I suggest thei
if the Government cannot get the contrac-
tors to carry oubt necessary removations and
repairs to schools, it shonld seriously cob-
sider carrying out that work itself, by day-
labour, letting the contractors go. In June
last I was informed—and relayed the in.
formation to the head teacher of the Bruns-
wick School—that the contractor would bao
there in three weeks’ time. Yesterday I rang
the Public Works Department and found
that the contractor had pnot been to the
Brunswick School at all. He, like many
other contractors, had ignored the depart-
rntent and would not carry out the work at
the school, probably becauwse be had some
better job in hand. If that is the way
private contractors are to treat public works
that are let on tender, the Governmenf,
should take over those works itself and see
that they are carried omt.

Mryr. Fox: And how!

Mr. HOLMAN: This should be rated as
high priority work.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 ¢l 7.30 p.m.

Mr. HOLMAN: At the risk of seeming to
be parochial, there is one other school I
wish to mention as a specific example of the
bungling in the matter of carrying out re-
pairs. As far back as March last, I received
a nofe from the department telling me that
repairs and renovations would be carried out
at the Benger school. As representative of
the distriet, I communieated with the head-
teacher and informed him of the decision.
This teacher has been singularly unfortun-
ate. He was teaching at Argyle and had
been trying to get renovations and repairs
made to the school and quarters there, and
had just about succeeded when he was trans-
ferred to Dwellingup. Again he became
active in asking for repairs to be done
there and, just when approval has been more
or less granted, he was transferred to Ben-
ger. I advised him to get on to the job at
once so that something might be done before
he was moved again. As I stated previously
the memo. from the department shows that
approval was granted in March. As late as
last week, I rang the department, but noth-
ing has heen done. I have ascerteined,
however, that tenders were called for the
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work and closed this month and that no
tender was received. Consequently the delay
is no fault of the department but, as 1 said
previously, something is lacking, and if this
state of affairs is to continue, the Govern-
ment must underiake the work itself instead
of relying on outside contractors. Suoch
work simply must be done. Another ecase
I could mention is that of the Dwellingup
school, but 1 shall not labour the matter as
I have said sufficient to bring home the point
about bungling regarding the work required
at eountry schools.

Another matier is that of country children
and their chance of entering the publie ser-
vice. I have been assured by officials that
quite a number of children from the country
have found their way into the service, hut
I have still to be convineed that they have
an equal opportunity with children in the
eity. I should like to sec a percentage of
those positions set aside for eouniry child-
ren, and country schools should be eircu-
lated to that effeet. This would provide an
incentive to the children in the country to
acquire the education requisite for joining
the publie service of the State. Let me men-
tion a ease in point. A lad whose parents
live in a mill cenfre passed the junior ex-
amination, and his parents thought they
were doing right by keeping him at school
until he was 16 years of age. They allowed
him to complete the vyear’s edueation, and
he turned 16 early this year, with the result
that when lhe applied for a position in the
public service, although he had the other
necessary qualifications, he was penalised
because his parents had kept him at school
too longz. He is not now in a position to
enter the State Public Service because he is
over the age of 16, That is ridiculous.

In view of the statement in the Lieut-
Governor’s Speech that plans are well ad-
vanced to give effeet to the poliey of raising
the school-leaving age, the Government
should realise that such regulations govern-
ing the employment of boys and girls in the
public service will have to be amended. The
principle then would he that, even though
a hoy had reached the age of 16, he would
still he eligible to enter the public service,
and if the prineiple is good enough in those
cireamstanees, it should be good enough now,
provided the child has the necessary guali-
fieation. Saufficient publicity is not given to
the faect that, when parents keep their
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ehildren at schoo! until they turn 16, as we
have often advised them to do, they are anto-
matieally penalising the children in the mat-
ter of obtaining employment in the public
service. This being the case, we should at
least, tell parents the position so that they
will not keep their children -at school too
long. :

On the 15th November of last year, the
Town Planning (Commissioner set ount for
the Department of Edueation specific reasons
why the Brunswick school should be moved,
one of the reasons being the danger to the
children owing to its being situated on the
main Bunbury road. I do not intend to
deal with the merits of the ease, but I stress
the fact that we have now reached almost the
end of August and still nothing has been
done in the matter. Seemingly it takes
months and months of keeping at the de-
partments before one can get anything done,
and it is not right that the member for the
district should have to be constantly remind-
ing the department of these matters. There
is no reason why such delays should oeeunr.
When the people of a distriet have some-
thing in view, they expeet resnlis one way or
the other, and they are entitled to have
them. They ought not to he kept waiting
for probably 12 months before any informa-
tion is made avaiiable to them. No wonder
they become disgusted. T hope something
will be done to prevent a repetition of such
delays. I fully appreciate that the Govern-
ment staff has been at a low ebb numerically,
but I do not think that is a sofficient excuse
for the delays that oceur in reaching de-
cisions.

Last year I had oceasion to compliment the
Minister for Education on the arrangement
for correspondence pupils in the country
to fvisit Perth. Everyone will agree
that the visit was of immense educa-
tional valae, espeeially ns many of the
children had not previously heen to the city.
T suggested then that the department might
consider the advisability of instituting visits
to the city by country children and vice
versa for the sake of their educational
value. I am afraid very little has
been done to that end. The position appears
to he that if the people in any centre wish
to arrange such a visit for their children,
they themselves must do it.  Last week
students of the Brunswick sehool visited
Perth. That visit was arranged by the peo-
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ple of Brunswick and the head teacher. The
department was certainly asked for permis-
sion, which was granted, hut not the slight-
est help or encouragement was given to the
project.  The department might at least
have suggested certain places that eould be
visited for the purpose of obtaining the
educational value contemplated when the
visit was arranged. The people of Bruns-
wick are to be commended on their effort,
and the people of the city also deserve com-
mendation for the welcome they gave those
children. The officials of various Govern-
ment institutions were only too willing to
assist, and private concerns such as “The
West Australian,” the “Daily News,” the
Shell Company and others made the wvisit
of an educationa) valee that ean hardly be
assessed.  Certainly it is something that
those children will never forget.

According to a statement in the news-
paper recently, water supplies should be
placed on a high priority. My electorate
has prebably the highest rainfall of any part
of the State, and I have been endeavouring
to get the Government to provide a water
scheme for Dwellingup and Donnybrook.
This winter we have witnessed the spectacle
of floods throughout the length and breadth
of those areas, and we know of the tremen-
dous waste of water as a result. I appeal
to the Government to take into eonsideraiion
the conirast between what occurs in the
summer and what takes place in the winter.
During the summer, in those centres where
the rainfall is practically the highest in the
State, the people have to carry water from
an old antiquated pump for a distance of
balf a mile or so in kerosene tins or huckets!
On the other hand, in the winter, they see
water running to waste, I ask the Govern-
ment to give consideration to the formula-
tion of plans to overcome this trouble. 1
know the Government has plans in mind for
the conservation of water in cerfain dis-
fricts, but T trust it will go farther and see
that the centres to which I refer are sup-
plied with a deeent scheme,

It is all very well to complain that mem-
bers come into this House to discuss items
durinz the Address-in-reply that are not of
much interest to other members. Neverthe-
less, it makes one think when one realises
that prisoners-of-war ecan he established in
camps two or three miles away from a town-
ship and rcceive the benefits of electric light
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and a water supply and that kind of amen-
ity, while the good Australian, who has
been the pioneer of the district, still waits
for these things. We have bhad German and
Italian prisoners-of-war enjoying amenities
denied to our own citizens. I will continue
to stress these points whether what I say
pleases or not,

Some criticism ean be levelled also at our
hospitals. I, probably like other members,
have seen hospitals in my electorate getting
more and more into debt, and it is high time
that some other means of financing these in-
stitutions was adopted. I know that the
Hospital Planoing Committee has had this
matter in hand and when its report is avail-
able we shall know what is proposed. In
the meantime, however, country hospitals
have to carry on. In my district there is
one hospital which has a debt of over £500
and is struggling te liquidate it. In this con-
nection, it has instituted a series of enter-
tainments with g view to raising finance.
Recently, I tried to obtain permission for
an extension of the time during which
dances conld be held on Saturday nights
with that object in view, I was told by the
department that this was not possible. One
reason advanced was that there would shortly
be an appeal for a vietory loan, and that
people were nof supposed to engage in this
sort of aetivity when such a loan wa$ in
sight, bat ongh{ to drop everything and put
alt their money into that loan. Y do not fav-
our that point of view.

It was all very fine when we were in the
throes of war to ask people to put every
penny they could afford into the prosecu-
tion of the war; but the war is over. Yet
people are still asked to put every penny
into vietory loans and let their own con-
cerns go bankrapt as usuoal. I protest
aeainst that, unless the Commonwealth and
State Governments are prepared to do the
right thing and take over the debts of
those hospitals and get them out of their
morass. The law governing the closing of
entertainments is antiquated. T believe that
Seection 9 of the Police Aet Amendment
Arct of 1902 =ets out that entertainments
must elose at 12 o'eloek at nicht. T want
memhers to visnalise a eentre like Dyel-
lingup that velies an entertainments to oh-
tain finance to conduet its hospital. To
attend those entertainments, workers travel
from outlying mills; but bry the time they
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get to a dance, they are iold they must go
home. The Act should be amended. I
know that certain religions bodies are not
in favour of that; bui I believe their opi-
nions should be elastic enough to make
them realise that, provided an entertain-
ment is held with due decorum, no harm
would be likely to result from an extension
of hours. We have heard a good deal
about priorities, but it seems to me that
the education and health of the people have
a very low priorily.

I would like to refer to the Donnybrook
hospital in whose affairs I was particunlarly
busy in 1939 hefore I enlisted. What I am
about to say indicates what can happen.
The people of the distriet raised a consid-
erable sum of money; and as a resulf, the
Health Department made a grant of £2,000
and the Lotteries Commission promised an-
other £2,000. Then the war intervened and
this bronght about the closing down of
loans, As a resnlt, the work was held np,
and the people did not receive the money
from the Health Department or the Lot-
teries Cemmission. Consequently, the dis-
trict was £4,000 to the bad. Now the people
are waiting for a deeision from the Hospi-
tal Planning Committee as to whether "a
new hospital is to be tuilt in the distriet
or not. In the meantime they have to re-
naw the lease of the building ocenpied, and
do not know for how long a period to
renew it beeanse they do not know when
they will receive permission to build a
hospital. Something will have to be done
in regard to matters of this kind, beecause
they are of vital importance to the people
concerned.

Another big question to which reference

has been made is the franchise for the
Legislative Conneil. The member for
Guildford-Midland gave us certain figures
as Lo what the upkeep of the Legisiative
Council cost per hour or per minute. I am
interested in another phase of the matter.
The majority of the people I represent in
‘the Forrest elecforate are workers in the
timber industry. In all, T suppose there
are 3,000 odd men working in that industry
m the Sonth-West Land Division, and T
presume fthat there wonld not be more
than 30 entitled to vote for the Legislative
Couneil.

I was pleased to hear the member for
Nedlands say that the only legislation of
any importance to which reference was
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made in the Lien{.-Governor’s Speech was
that relating to the alteration of the fran-
chise for the Upper House. For that rea-
son, I bring forward the very honest com-
plaint of the timber workers in the Sonth-
West. Why should they not have the right
to vote for the election of members to the
Legislative Conneil? Time and again, even
during this session, I have heard members
talking about the shortage of houses. There
have been great mouthfuls of eriticism in
that respeet. Yet the very people who are
producing the wherewithal to build sueh
houses are denicd a vote for the Legisla-
tive Couneil. ‘That is entirely wrong and
contrary to the spirit of democraey. Of
the timber workers to whom I have re-
ferrcd, probably 73 per cent. are married
and have families of very good stock. I
have heard it mentioned that the best
settler of the lot is one of our own flesh and
blood; yet we refuse to such people a vote
for the Legislative Council.

Mr. Doney: What is the reason they
have not a votef Would you explain
that?

The Minister for Works: An undemocra-
tie econstitution.

Mr. HOLMAX: Beeause they do not pay
sufficient rent, .

¥Mrs. Cardell-Oliver:
they to pay?

Mr. HOLMAN: The vent varies. I will
give those figures later in my speech, but
it does not matter a hang what rent they
pay.

The Minister for Lands: Hear, hear!

Mr. HOLMAN: Why shoul it? They
are the people who are producing the real
wealth of the ecountry. Just because a
man is born with an inheritance of pro-
perty, has he any more right to a vote—
and sometimes more than one vote—than
the person producing the real wealth of the
country? Definitely not! It is a wonder
te me that these men stand it. Thai is
how I feel about the matter.

AMr. Abbott: What about the man who
produces no wealth?

Mr. Fox: He has a vote!

Mr. HOLMAN: Their position as pro-
ducers of the wealth of this eountry is be-
coming increasingly more apparent, espec-
ially in view of post-war schemes for hous-
ing, essential works and railway construe-

How much have
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tion. Consider the proposal for the stan-
dardisation of railway gauges. We have
heard how many million sleepers will be
needed for that work, yet the persons who
will cut theose sleepers or make them avail-
able for us to use have not the right to vote
for the Legislative Council. Apparently
they do not deserve it! As a matter of fact,
it would do us good to consider the wealth
these people produce for the State. I have
gone to the trouble of taking ount figures in
that respect.

Aly. Smith: It is worse than Bulgaria!

Mr. HOLMAN: In 1938-39, there were
3,188 men employed in the industry, the
majority of whom were disfranchised, and
the net value of the sawn timber they pro-
duced was £1,147,000. Surely to goodness
they are entitled to some consideration,

The Minister for Works: You have guiet-
ened the member for Williams-Narrogin,

Mr. HOLMAN: Here are some other

figures—

Men in Net value

Year industry, of timber,
£

39/40 2,940 1,088,000
40/41 2,946 1,322,000
41742 2,660 1,272,000
42/43 2,615 1,423,000
43/44 2718 1,372,000

For 1914-45 the figures are not yet avail-
able.

My, McDonald: Are there any vacancies
in the industry?

AMr. HOLMAN: Ample! T am coming to
" that later.

Mr. Thorn: There will he other vacancied
later on.

Mr. HOLMAXN: The fizures I have quoted
do mnot include the sleeper-hewers whase
work adds to the net production of this
State, I would like to circularise the mem-
bers of another place in respeect of this mat-
ter to see whether their consciences wonld
be affected. I sincerely hope they all pro-
cure a copy of this week’s “Hansard.” 1T
think that even the one argument I have
.put forward should convince them that
these men are entitled to a democratic vote
for the Upper Chamber. I say this, too,
that beeause these people are not concerned
in the election of a representative to the
Upper Chamber it is very seldom that a
member of (hat place is seen in the vicinity
of a mill eentre.
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Mr. Thorn: I am told they do not see
much of you there, either!

Mr. HOLMAN: I have approximately 50
odd centres to attend to. I visit them, but I
am not a superman. At least those people do
see me, but the same cannot be said of mem-
bers of another place. Of course, it is only
natural. The people at the mill centres have
no voice in the election of such members.
I hope the situation will be mended. I go
further and stress the position of the timber-
workers. Not only do they not have a vote
for the Upper Chamber, but they also have
to put up with the most shocking living con-
ditions of practically any worker. Their
housing conditions are out of all proportion.

Mr. Mann: The same thing applies to the
fmcommotlation at the State Sawmills.

Mr. HOLMAN: Practically all mills are
in a bad way. I am not hooming the State
Sawmills, Wheve that department has pro-
vided decent facilities, I will give it due
eredit, These conditions should be remedied
because we are now entering an abnormal -
period. We ean see by today’s paper where
the DMinister for Munitions, Mr. Makin,
stated that the supply of timber was caus-
ing him great concern, and that probably
100,000,000 cubic feet of timber would have
to be imported from Russia and the same
quantity from Canada. Plans have been
made in this State to cope with the increased
demand for timber, with the result that per-
mits will be issued for the establishment of
new mills, I understand that at present
about six or seven new permits have heen
issued. Some two or three of them are for
the purpose of increasing the sapply of
timber, and the others for the replacement
of old mills.

Now is the time to tackle this subjeet.
It has gone on for years, and nothing has
bheen done. The timber workers are still
living in the old shanties, and it is time that
legislation was introduced for the purpose
of seeing fhat when a permit is issued for a
new mill the owners must comply with cer-
tain conditions for the housing of their em-
ployees. 1 do not care whether the rent is
low or not. 1 will now offer a helated reply
to the interjeetion of the member Zfor
Subiaco, who inquired as to the extent of
the rental paid hy these workers. The rental
in the industry varies from d4s. to 6s, and
the employer gets good value for his money!
I am not saying that just for the sake of
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talking, but because some of the houses are
not worth 4s. The faet is that the timber-
worker, by virtue of his ecalling, has to
continee paying the rent. Some of these
houses were built as far back as 1914, and
probably before that, and the workers are
still paying their 4s., 5s. or Gs. per week.

Mr. Fox: What did they cost to build?

Mr. HOLMAN: I do not know, but from
their present appearance they would be
condemned if they were within cocee of any
health authority. As a matter of fact, the
health authorities have had to be called in in
certain instances to eondemn some of these
houses. The position is outrageous. It
wounld open members’ eyes to see the com-
ditions in the industry. I hear much talk
in this Chamber about lack of housing faci-
lities in the metropolitan area, and have tfo
sit down and take it when I know that peo-
ple in my electorate are living in hovels, Tt
is not a joke. That js why I am stressing
the position this evening. In many instances
the roofs are leaking and the wall-papers
are torn to bits. As I have said here before,
at Jarrahdale, only 33 miles from the eity,
some houses are being held together by the
layers of wall-paper. That is one of Millars’
timbher mills.

Mr. Doney: Tt must be good wall-paper.
Mr. Thorn: That is an exaggeration.

Mr. HOLMAN: It is no exaggeration;
it is even worse than that. The old-fashioned
outside tin fireplaces are nearly all rosted
through, Some of the mill centres have been
burnt down. It is a pity that a fire, such
as the Fire of London, ecould not elean up
some of these places. If such a thing did
happen, unfortunately some of the workers
would lose their personal effects. In addition
to what I have already stated, the ceiling
linings are all torn. I have it on good
anthority also that the washing and
bathing facilities at Jarrahwood are
entirely inadequate. In addition to that,
we have the spectacle of the bush
eamps, where civilised men are sup-
posed to work, or live in between their

periods of work. Talk ahout amenities for’

couniry people! The huts there are BEt.
by 6ft. Gin., and 7Tfi. high. Those huts
have no 10ft. 6in. ceiling, about which we
have heard so munch.

Mr. W. Hegney: Are you speaking of
the Jarrahwoed mill now?
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Mr. HOLMAN: No, the Nannup bush
camp and other centres. We c¢an imagine
the conditions there in the winter. It is
all slush and mud, and there are no lights,
and when the men knock off their work it
is practically dark. In the summer they
have conditions just as bad. Their food
gets spoilt as a result of the heat and the
flies. There is no refrigeration for them. .
The only way io deal with the question is
to abolish bush camps altogether.

Mr. Thorn: Who is looking after the in:
terests of these timber-workers?

.Mr. HOLMAN: We endeavour to, but
we cannot force the employers to do these
things, except by legislation.

Mr. Thorn: You would think, after the
vears of organisation, that things would be
better than that.

Mr. HOLMAN: One would think that the
employers would have a better conseience.

Mr. Thorn: Why do you not persunade

.them to do something?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HOLMAN: That is what [ am try-
ing to get the hon, member to do. I would
suggest that the mill-owners take a leaf
out of the book of the Forests Depart-
ment. That department has plans by
which it intends to bring its workers in
from the bush and create a sort of com-
rmunity scttlement at Dwellingup. It ar-
ranged for the Town Planning Commis-
sioner to go there and he has made out
plans for a model settlement of forestry
workers. All these people will be brought
in from the bush and settled at Dwellingup
where they will have some of the ameni-
ties of life. They will =at least have
amusements and the chance of edueation
for their kiddies, and, by virtne of motor
transport, they will be taken out to the
job. If the Forests Department can do
that, then so ean the timber industry. I
go further than that and suggest that no
worker should be compelled to live around
the timbermill. Why should he? There
could easily be a community settlement for
the workers of each of the miils, so that
they could get away from the mill alto-
gether and not have to puk up with the
smoke of the sawdust and mill ends that
are being burnt 24 homrs a day. Whichever
way the wind blows, the poor unfortunates
living in that direction have to put up with
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the smoke, the dust and the noise of the
mills. In addition, the education of the
children goes on in the midst of all these
things.

Mr. McDonald: Would a timbermill be
the cenire of a permanent township?

Mr. HOLMAN: That is a very sensible
interjection. It brings me to this point:
That according, evidently, to the ideas of
the employers in the industry, it is not a
permanent settlement, and that is the ex-
cuse for not providing decent houses. They
say the mill is only there for a certain
period. Well, how long has Jarrahdale
been here? It has been here as long as I
have been on this earth, and even longer;
but it eannot be called a permanent place!
Because of that, the managements will not
build decent houses, but say that the mills
are there for only a time. For the informa-
tion of the member for West Perth, “a time”
is any period of from ten to one hundred
years. Pecently, Bunning's, at their new

mill at Nyamup, provided a decent type.

of house for their employees, and have
charged a rental of from 12s. 6d. to 13s. a
week, which the men are perfectly willing
to pay for the comfort they receive.

The mere fact that these people are pay-
ing only a small rental does not enier into
the question at all. I go so far as to say
that that may be taken into consideration
in the computation of their wages. The
Arbitration Court knows that their rental
has always heen of a low monetary valne,
and for thai reason it must be taken into
consideration by the President when, in his
wisdom, he computes the wage-seale for
these workers. I venture to say that if
decent housing were given to them, and
their rental accordingly increased, the Pre-
sident, when a case next came before him,
wounld probably see fit to inerease their
wages correspondingly. I should imagine
so0, anyhow. The circumstance that those
2,000 to 3,000 people are living under pri-
mitive eonditions regardless of the faect
that they are produring the wealth of the
country is had enough, but our democratic
legislation sayvs that sueh people cannot be
allowed a vote for the Legislative Council!
The whole outlonk rewarding the industry
seems to be out of date.

Tn Amerier motor power has heen made

v<e of far the haulage of lozs, and, as a
matter of fact, just outside Busselton there
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is a timbermill the logs for which are
hauled some 35 miles from the bush by
motor transport.  With the mill situated
so close to the township, the men and their
families are able to live in Busselton and
enjoy the local amenities. When I read in
this morning’s issue of ‘‘The West Aus-
tralian” that the Minister for Munitions
was worried about the snpply of timber for
post-war reconstruction work, I was re-
minded that that dificulty had been séressed
in this Parliament on many oceasions. As
I have often urged previously, something
must be done to ease the manpower situ-
ation in the timber mills, and that is essen-
tial if sufficient timhber is to be made avail-
ahle for post-war purposes.

For the past two years I have on many
occasions contacted the Deputy Controller
of Timber regarding that problem with a
view to sceuring necessary releases of man-
power from the Servieces for the purpose
of supplying sufficient labour for the tim-
ber mills.  Over the whole period about
300 men have been released. In 1939-40
there were 2,940 men in the industry where-
as in 1944.45 there were only 2,793, which
discloses a drop of approximately 150, and
yet 500 men were released from the Ser-
vices to be associated with the industry!
As a matter of fact, those men were re-
leased from the Services to boost produc-
tion but that number has been hardly suf-
ficient to effect replacements in the indus-
try. The position will become still more
serious as the older men who have been
carrying on during the war, drop out. Aec-
cording to one estimate, approximately an-
other 708 men could be absorbed in the
industry immediately to make up the lee-
way on production, to keep the existing
sawmills in operation and the benches in
full swing.

In order to carry out the post-war pro-
gramma there will need to be more and
still more timber, and that means the em-
plovment of more and more men in the in-
dustry. What will be the effect of that?
In view of the faet that at present the
employers eannot provide even decent hous-
ine aceomnmpdation for the men now em-
ploved, what will be the position if theusands
of men return to the industry? Woe cannnt
expect men fo leave the Armed Forees and
accept work in the timher conntry, where
they will have fo submit with their families
to conditions that are not at all satisfactory.
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1 can foresee quite a lot of trouble. This
Problem should be dealt with straight away
as a matter of urgency. Then again, I urge
upon the Government that a larger propor-
tion of the houses provided should be made
available to the country distriets.

In my opinion the farmers should be
allowed to participate in the Workers'
Homes Scheme or some such scheme so that
they can build homes for themselves and
for their workers. If the policy of decen-
tralisation is to be carried out sueccessfully,
essential amenities must be provided to
encourage workers to remain in country
districts. I would cite the position of Donny-
brogk, which has heen ane of the mainstays
in the production of dehydrated foodstuffs
for the Fighting Serviees and has forged
ahead with flax production, which was so
urgently required by the Commonwealth
Government. During the war period, only
three houses have been huilt for the workers
at Donnybrook. From time to time state-
ments, issued by the Deputy Director of
Manpower in this State, Mr. H. T. Stitfold,
have appeared in the Press urging workers
to engage in the industries there—but there
were no houses for those workers. I um-
derstand that the erection of six houses at

Donnybrook has heen promised, but I am-

afraid, from the standpoiul of the war
period, it is too late. I am hopeful that,
with suecessful planning, the industries I
have mentioned will eontinue to function at
Donnybrook and that the necessary housing
provigion will be made for the workers there.

From time to time the Sonth-West has
been referred to as “The Garden of Western
Australia.” The actual development down
there represents about ten per cent. of the
area. While the South-West Power Scheme
will provide for further development and
other helpful contributing factors will be the
jand settlement scheme, the extension of the
Stirling Dam and the raising of the Welling-
ton Dam, there are other wmatters to be
taken into consideration. One is the pro-
vigsion by the Railway Department of im-
proved transport and passenger facilities.
I do not desire to be hard on the newly
appointed Minister for Railways who pos-
sibly knows the position betler than T do,
but the fact remains that the facilities on
the Bunbury line leave much to be desired.
That matter has been stressed so much on
previous oceasions that I shall not dilate
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upon it now, beyond mentioning that some-
thing should be done immediately regarding
the provision for the carriage of perishable
goods.

Articles have appeared in the Press con-
cerning the unsatisfactory milk supply.
Until we have a much faster service for the
eonveyance of milk from the conntry to the
eity—-possibly bulk transport will assist, to-
gether with necessary refrigeration facilities
for dealing with such- perishable goods as
milk, butter and cheese—we cannot expect to
effect much improvement in the milk posi-
tion. Under the present methods, the milk
has to be collected from the different farms
and taken, say, to Brunswick where it has
to be brine-cooled. It awaits the arrival of
the train for conveyance to the eity where
it is again brine-cooled and then retailed to
the public s pure milk. Obviously the whole
position requires overhauling, and the only
way to cope with the present situation is to
cffect the improvements I have indicated.
Many other matters can be mentioned as
affecting the farmers. In my estimation the
re-huilding of country roads through farm-
ing distriets, particularly in the South-West,
shounld receive bigh prierity in the works
programine,

The opening up of new roads is alsn essen-
tial. Sometime ago I referred to the old
Bunbury road, and I still contend .that it
should be properly construeted right through
from Australind to Mandunrah, with the
object of opening up the light land area and
inducing settlement along the route. There
are great possibilities of development in the
Sonth-West and, in addition, the road I
mention eould be utilised to promote tourist
traffic along the lines adopted in Vietoria.
It would also make the coastal sector there
available as a holiday resort, especially
for people in the mill towns. Roads have
been sadly neglected during the war period,
and it is to be hoped that the Government
will put pecessary recomstruction work in
hand as speedily as possible. With regard
to the carriage of livestock, a suggestion has
been made that a special train should be
made available for that purpose so as to
ensure speedy transport from the agrienl-
tural centres to the eity. Under existing con-
ditions livestock is often in transit for three
or four days, and as a natura] consequence
losses are sustained by the farmers con-
cerned.
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Another suggestion offered is that the
Government should clear an additional area
along both sides of country roads to provide
for livestock being driven with a margin of
safety for both travellers and stock. That
s a valuable suggestion which should com-
mend itself to the Government. Again, early
consideration should he given to the release
of tyres and an increase in the petrol allow-
ance for farmers. I am aware that that is
not a matter within the power of this House
to deal with, but the Governmen{ should
stress to the Commonwealth authorities the
urgent necessity for steps to be taken in
that direction. Western Australia is prob-
ably in a unique position, because of its
vastness. It wes strange to read in “The
West Anstralian™ that the petrol ration for
private motorists, in other words for pleas-
ure purposes, is to be increased by 25 per
cent., while the primary producer is to re-
ceive only an incresse of 15 per cent. I am
still hopeful that that is a mistake; I cannot
imagine it is otherwise, :

Many other matters upon which I could
speak I can deal with when the Estimates
come before the House; for instance, em-
ployment of disecharged Service personnel
for employment in country areas. That is
a point to which consideration has been
given, but it should be given still more con-
sideration because of the leeway that has to
be made up in the country districts, especi-
ally on the dairy farms, whose owners have
heen unable to effect necessary repairs and
renovations and keep up maintenance be-
cause the necessary labour has not been
available. They should be entitled to every
consideration when discharges are made from
the Forces. The drains in the South-West
distriet are in a very bad condition in most
places and will have to be put in proper
repair very shortly. The dairy farmers are
to be commended on their production. I
notice hy this morning’s paper that their
prodnction for this year is very little below
that of last year, notwithstanding abnormal
weather conditions, a very dry summer and
a very wet winter. I am sorry to learn that
the potato-growers will suffer on account of
a great reduction in their crops, owing fo
the abnormal rain. T am afraid that the
reduction will possibly affect the suburban
people to a great extent.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Whenr Minister for Lands, the Premier
said that this session he would bring down
legislation dealing with the metropolitan
milk supply. I hope memhers representing
the constituencies concerned in this matter
will be given ample opportunity to consider
the new legislation, because the Minister said
that it would be entirely new, Many valnable
suggestions have been made by various as-
socintions, but as yet they do not know
exactly what the Minister intends to do in
the matter. T would go so far as to suggest
that it might be advisable to form a eom-
mittee consisting of the representatives of
the constituencies coneerned to consider the
legislation before the Minister puts it into
complete form to bring down to the House.
While dealing with the milk question, there
is one point I shall not miss. I communi-
cated with the chairman of the Metropolitan
Milk Board asking him what the position
was with Tespect to prosecutions for dirty
milk. T have seen samples of such milk;
they are absolutely amazing. I asked him
whether the Milk Board’s inspector or the
Health Board’s inspector was empowered to
prosecute a producer for dirty milk. The
chairman’s reply was as follows:—

In reply to your letter of the 17th January,
I advize you in reply to the questions asked
by you that a Milk Board inspector has not
the power to prosecute a pergon or producer
for dirty milk.

This is a matter which eertzinly should be
looked into by the Minister concerned. The
letter continnes—

Under section 36 of the Aet the board is
empowcred to prohibit the use for human con-
sumption in any form of milk which appears
to be deleterious to health or unwholesome.
Thie power has been exercised by the hoard,
through its inspectors, who have rejected milk
which they considered not fit for human con-
sumption. Ne prosecutions have taken place
by the board in respeect of dirty milk,

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Have there
prosecutions by the health inspector?

Mr. HOLMAN: I eannot say; his answer
did not include that portion of the ques-
tion. I am sorry I have not time to deal
with the by-produets of timber. The ques-
tion is an important one. America seems
to think it is of major importance, and I
am afraid that Australin will allow Awmeriea
to capture the markets for plasties in the
post-war period. I szhall elahorate on this
subjeet when next I have the spportunity.
Among other matters of importance ave the

becn
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standardisation of railway gauges, nniform
taxation, migration and soldier settlement. T
ecannot deal with these very important mat-
ters in the time at my disposal. Further, T
would prefer to await the return of the
Premier, who I hope will give the House a
fuil report on these mafters, as they wera
dealt with at the Premiers’ Conference.

In the course of my criticisms I have
levelled certain complaints agaiost Govern-
ment departments, but I wish to take thid
opportunity publicly to express my thanks
to the officials of those depariments and the
civil servants of the State. I do so in alk
sineerity. I very much appreciate the
courtesy and thoughtfulness of the civil ser-
vants in every public department with
which I have had any dealings whatsoever
during the past 12 months. Never once was
I turned away with the feeling that they
had not done their utmost for me. I could
say the same with one exception—and ong
exception only—in regard to the Common-
wealth public servants also. I take this op-
portunity publicly to thank them for the
way in which they received my requests for
information on any matter. In conelusion
I desire to express my earnest wish for the
successful conclusion of the efforts that will
be necessary, by Governments and ind:-
viduals alike, to bring about the vital
change-over from the long period of war,
which entailed such a magnifieent effort by
the people of our nation, to an everlasting
peace which T trust will bring more great-
ness, prosperity and happiness to our
people and Australia for all fime.

MRS. CABDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[8.39]: ¥ am sorry it is such a late hour at
which to commence., I want to congratnlate
our new Premier, and also our new Minister
and onr Chairman of Committees; T hope
they will all have a very happy time in their
term of office. T wish to say to the ex-Pre-
mier—I am sorry he is not here—how grate-
ful T am to him for his kindness and cour-
fesy sinee I have been in the House. Mr.
Speaker, T am afraid my speech is going
to be a rather involved one, and if T am
difficult to follow I want to apologise in
advance. 1 shall realise that it will he dne to
lack of my ability to explain rather than the
want of intelligence on the part of my listen-
ers. 1 wish to speak on Britain’s external
debt and to give an cuiline of the economic
position which econfronts her now that the
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war is over, the difficulties of the cash-and-
carry period which she passed through, the
ndvantages and disadvantages of the lend-
lease and reverse Jend-lease policies, which
have meant so mueh to the winning of the
war, and lastly the great need for Empire
unity if we are to survive as a nation.
Those are my points.

May I commence by mentioning the free-
doms, of which we have heard so much dur-
ing the past few years? We all know that
under the term “Freedom” a great deal of
false propaganda has been and is being
preached. Many frothy platform and radic
orators, whose entire wits seem to lie in
voice manipulation, moved erowds to childish
indignation in talking of mythieal injustices.
Many of them sneered at the British Empire.
They openly encouraged politics of a dictator
class, enconraged distrust towards their own
kith and kin and advoeated class hatred.
This license, which is called freedom, hasg
been allowed during the many years in which
our Empire and our country have been in
deadly peril. When license is licensed, en-
couraged and counntenanced, it means one of
two things. It is either indifference on the
part of the authorities, or it is that they are
traitors to their duties. If this license is
allowed to continue, what there is left of
demoeracy is, in my epinion, doomed, and
the greatest of all wars, for which so many
have given their lives and in which s¢ many
civilinns have lost their homes, will have been
fought in vain.

There is another freedom, that of the
Press. Press reports should be—at least,
in my opinion—considered expression of
thought. Throughout the war this freedom
has been heavily censored. Security has been
given as a reason, which is understandable,
too, but are we sure that the same auth-
orities, which have allowed unbridled license
in speech in Austvalia, are serupulously
patriotic and jealous when it eomes to cen-
sorship of the Press? It has heen note-
worthy that faets regarding Australian
administration have been lacking, and it has
been noteworthy that facts regarding world
affairs have been conspicuons by their
absence. Certain nations, we know, have
been permitted huge headlines in the
Press at the expense of other nations.
There seemed at times—at least it did
to me—to be almost 2 conspiracy to
give Russin and Amcriea daily headlines.
I have not begrudged either of those coun-
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tries the eulogies that they have deserved,
but T have resented it when British news
has taken seeond place or has had no place
at all. So, in the few minutes at my disposal,
I hope to give a few faets regarding the
Mother-land and, incidentally, some facts
about America and Russia which seem to
me to be worth recording in this House
where freedom of speech and the freedom of
the Press, through “Hansard,” are still al-
lowed.

It was when I saw a small Press notice a
few werks ago, from Washington, to the
effect that after the Import and Export Bank
of Amerieca had arranged for further trade
credits, to the extent of 700,000,000 dollars
to 1,000,000,000 dollars, to Russia, there
would be little if any eredit available to zid
Great Britain, that T decided that I would,
upon every possible occasion, stress the need
to help Britain, and to point out that if
an obligation for help lay upon any nation
it was upon a nation within the British
Commonwealth of Nations, and the British
Empire. Just before the last British general
elections the financial circles of Britain were
very perturbed about the external indebted-
ness of Britain, That debt is approximately
the huge sum of £3,600,000,000, or more.
How she iz going to pay that debt we have
yet to find out, but it is certain that it must
be through exports. DRussia has estimated
that Britain must export one and a half
times more than she did before the war if
she is to feed and clothe her people, and-
mect her ecommitments, Lord Keynes puts
it down at 50 per cent. above the 1938 ex-
ports. Whatever the amount is, huge mar-
kets will have te be found, and the guestion
is: Where is Britain going to find them?

The markets of the Baltic and of the Bal-
kan States, which once did a certain trade
with Britain, will now ecome under the
domination of Russia. Russia is also de-
manding further interests in the East at the
expense of Britain, Manechuria, China and
Japan will all eome under the guidance and
influence of Russia. Ameriea will he almost
a closed eountry. We ean remember that
after the last war when Britain cancelled
her debts to her Allies she found herself in
the position of not heing able to pay her
debts to America which eountry had raised
its tariffs to sueh heights as to make pay-
ment with goods impossible. The sanie thing
will happen now because of the termination
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of the lease-lend policy.  Britain, on the
other hand, as was remarked by-the member
for Mt. Marshall the other night, aceepted
from her enemies goods, in payment of their
debts, much to the detriment of her own
people.

If T am to make myself elear T must go
back to 1938. 1t was in that year that the
Import and Export Bank of America came
into prominence. In the Press today we see
that Mr. Crowley is chairman of that bank.
It eame into prominence in 1938 hecause
China then sought assistance from America,
but, owing to certain Ameriean laws at that
time coneerning countries at war, the
25,000,000 dollar loan that China received
could not be spent on guns and ammunitien,
which China wanted. As a result China had
to buy the next best thing, namely, aireraft,
and a condition of the purchase was that
the loan was to be repaid in five years hy
cargoes of tung oil which America needed.
At that time hoge orders were being placed
with America. The war was looming and
many countries hoped to get their orders
through before its outbreak.

“As we know, when war did break out
Britain was still very unprepared. She was
then placed in the same position as China,
but, by special interpretation of the Aect,
America did allow Britain to purchase a
number of old guns that had been greased
and laid aside after the last war, and which
were considered obsolete. However, America
wag sympathetic and knew that the downfall
of Britain would adversely affect her. She
saw Britain’s diffienities and, in 1939, de-
vised the cash-and-earry plan which suited
her. When this plan hecame law it allowed
nations to buy weapons of war, but ecash
had to be paid and the purchaser had to
earry away the goods. It was during this
period that Britain spent most of her ex-
ternal assets. She paid and paid until she
could pay no more. While Britain spent
almost all her external assets Ameriea was
depending upon Britain to save the world,
including herself!

If there is any justice left in the world to-
day surely all the latecomers in the war who
share in the glory of conquest should
share in the material costs. They cannot
share in the lives that have been lost, but
they can share in the material costs. It
was in the meantime that Ameriean trade
was bounding ahead, and thousands of mil-
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lions of dollars were being invested. Fae-
tories were being enlarged everywhere and
American defence was being assured and
paid for by outside nations, It was only
when Britain was trapped in Flanders and
much of her equipment gone; when Bel-
gium surrendered and France was falling
that America began to think that she
might be left to fight alone the battle for
democracy. Her fleet was in the Pacifie.
She had been depending more or less nupon
the British Fleet in the Atlantie which, at
that time suffered. In 1941 America said—
Our two-way flcet is still in the building.

““Such a situation,’’ said My. Stimson, ‘‘can
easily become critical if British sea power
in the Atlantic is lost.”’ It was then that
America hegan fo seek a way out. The
barnacle-encrusted destroyers were thought
of at that time. They were over-age and
worn out bhut Britain to whom the sea
is life, wanted them. America suggested
an exchange involving some long coveted
bases in Newfoundland and Bermuda. Al-
though wanting ships so badly Brifain re-
fused to trade any of these particular
hases which she thought might, at some
time in the dim and distant future, he
wanted by Canada. So she gave certamn
rights in them as a free-will gift. She then
traded bases, in exchange for these destroyers
in the Bahamas, Jamaica, St. Lueia, Trini-
dad, Antigua and British Guniana. At the
conclusion of the bargain Mr. Charehill
was asked by Mr. Hull if he would re-affirm
the remarks he had made in his Dunkirk
speech, when he said that the British fleet
would never surrender, and would never be
seuttled, but would fight on from oversea
bases if the British waters became unten-

able. To that humiliating request Mr.
Churchill replied characteristically. He
said, ‘‘These hypothetical contingencies

seem more likely to concern the German
Fleet, or what is left of it, than the Bri-
tish.”’

Members will have seen, in a recent Press
statement, that America now wants more
bases in the Pacific, on islands now con-
trolled by the Allies, deelaring that she
has won the war alone and almost single-
handed. I am sure she did her best, and
I am just as sure that she will expect full
payment. If we, in Australia, had mever
made a line of division for omr Fighting
Forees; if we had allowed them to go into
all battle areas, as we did during the Great
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War, I am quite sure that Ameriea today
could never have said that she won the
war alone and single-handed, and this grab
for hases would not have oceurred. It was
in 1040 that America beeame a realist, but
it was not until rearly two years later that
she entered the war. When Britain de-
elaved war on Germany her external assets
were onc billion and sixty-five thousand
million pounds. This huge asset has long
since gone, mainly in smoke, in exporting
guns and munitions te the Continent, gone
in expelling Romme] from Africa.

The success of that campaign, of which
Britain bore the brunt, and in which many
of our own boys participated, is now almost
forgotten, but it was one of the finest
achievements of ihe war. Over half a mil-
lion British men and hundreds of thous-
ands of tons of ammunition and equipment
were carried 12,000 miles, round the Cape
to North Afriea, by British or mainly Bri-
tish ships. It was a great achievement,
when fighting 12,000 miles from the base.
It was the freeing of North Afriea that
made it possible to free the Mediterranean,
to Jand on Italian soil and te cut off sup-
plics from Germany, to eapture Sieily and
re-capture Greece and Crete, and to main-
tain Malta.

It was in 1941 that America, after dis-
cussion and intense propaganda throughout
her 48 States, conceived the simple methed
of exchange known as lend-lease. I think
the example of the exchange of destroyers
against hases might have had some bearing
on her decision. In defending the Bill
for lend-lease, the Secretary for the Navy,
Btimson, sald—“We are not seeking to
make a loan to Great Britain., We are
really seeking to purchase her aid in our
defence,” and the day after the Bill was
passed Congress was asked to approprinte
7,000,000 dollars to produee tanks, guns,
and “alt things for nations whose defenee we
have decided is vital to our own.” It was the
passing of the Lend-Lease Bill that made
victory sure, as we know, and for this our
eternal thanks are due to America. It was
in March, 1943, that the extension of that
Act came before the Parliament of America,
an Act which had been regarded with such
suspicion when it first eame hefore that
Parliament prior to America entering the
war, and it passed the House of Represen-
tatives by 407 votes to six, and the Senate
by 80 votes to nil.
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Lend-lease has helped all Allied nations
during the war, but in peace it is the anthor
of lend-lease that will reap the benefit.
Lend-lease has made it possible for America
to become the greatest producing country in
the world. Shipyards and factories, repre-
senfing millions of dollars, are now perman-
ent structures in 34 out of 48 States. Whilst
most of the supplies senf to the Allies have
eone up in smoke, lend-lease money from
,the Allies has helped to build these estab-
lishments in America, places such as the
great homber plant at Willow Run, the
great Chrysler tank arsenal in Detroit,
Kaiser's permanent shipyard at Richmond,
California, the Douglas aireraft plants, the
Boeing, Consolidated Bell, Curtiss-Wright,
Verga, Grumman, and United Aireraft
plants. We eannot imagine America wasting
such wartime production in peacetime.
Rather will she demand her full share of
the world’s trade, in the air, on the roads
and on the sea. I have mentioned some of
her aireraft produetion plants, and the same
applies to the shipyards, Lend-lease funds
helped to enlarge the Charleston Navy Yard
at Boston, to build new shipyards at Beth-
lehem and Baltimore, the Sun Shipbuilding
vards at Chester, and others. Lend-lease
funds have built new factories for Ford,
General Motors and Nash.

The expense of building Packards was
aplit between America and Britain. Britain
paid 25,000,000 dollars for her part of the
erection of that factory, and also gave free
for good measure, the designs of engines,
without rovalty charges. Rolls Royee and
other priceless engine designs have been
given to America withont charge. In food,
though America was self-contained before
the war, sinee 941 food plants have so in-
creased that America has had more food
than ever before in her history. Though I
read in yesterday's papers that this was not
s0, I am taking America’s own words when
I say it is so. America has also exported
millions of tons of dehydrated meats, milk
and eggs. I do not think America will close
those factories. It is true that Australia
and New Zealand have supplied 90 per cent.
of the food consumed by the military forees
in the Pacific zone, and have built small
«hips for ecarrving food, troop-carrying
barges and so on, and have established a
few canning and processing plants which
will be nseful in peacetime. It is true that
by reverse lend-lease Australia has obtained

. eommercial or social conditions.
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airfields at Port Moresby and Darwin, but
much of the equipment eame from Ameriea
and eannot be eredited to reverse lend-lease.
It is true that Australia hag supplied base
hospitals, barracks and repair depots, which
can be credited to reverse lend-lease.

Though these items decrease our indebted-
ness to Americn, they do not inerease Aus-
tralia’s post-war facilities for trade, except
to & minor extent. I helieve that Australin’s
reverse lend-lease is about half her lend-lease
debt to Ameriea. It will be observed that lend-
lease money spent in America mainly built up
private mdustry, while in Australia it did
not build up private industry to any great
extent, and did not even build up new Gov-
ernment concerns. It merely used the exist-
ing buildings, and in Great Britain it did
more or less the same thing. My point is
that America did not disturb her existing
She in-
sisted on new factories, and extensions for
which outside countries paid, and from this
America will reap colossal benefits,

Mr. Fox: Yon do not seem
America.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I like every
country. According to a leading article in
“The West Australian”—

Britain does not only emerge from the Al-
lied vietory as the world’s biggest debtor; she
virtually threw her vital export trade into the
pool. As a result of supplies of munitions,
food and raw materials, shipping services, ete,,
under lend-lease and Canadian mutual aid,
Britain was able to use manpower in the
Armed Forees and for other direct war pur-
poses in a record mebilisation. She did not
attempt to maintain sufficient cxports to fin-
anee the acquisition of materials and services,
and to obtain these for civil produetion, she
is now without rescrves,

‘What doos Ameriea think about Britain's
chanee of recovery in the post-war period?
A TUnited States Senator from TUtah in his
book entitled “The Four Fears,” writes—

England hns made heroic efforts to place all
possible faeilities at our dispesal and reports
seem to indiecate that they de not begrudge
their hest,

None of this bas Dbeen done for love of us,
Tt has hern done beeause we have needed each
other. We need her resources and she needs
ours. We need her strength, her staying power
as a peopne, her tkill, materials, her trade.
Above economies T place the moral foree that
slie ean bring to hear on this crisis.

How mueh sbe needs us now she knows, How
much she will need us later, she may not know
until after the wor, Her situation is less
favourable than after the last war. Her in-

te like
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dustrial machinery on which she depends will
be run down when she needs it most. Poli-
tieally, she will not stand out a3 a great
power. Her problem of domestic reconstrue-
tion will be far more acute than ours, more
acute than Russia’s. She cannot hope to feed
herself. Foreign trade is her life. For ua
it has never been more than 10 per cent, of all
we produce, but Great Britain and Canada
have taken that 10 per cent.

That is the opinion of a leading man and
writer, and it is also the opinion of many
Americans. If this economic degradation is
to come true, it can only come true if we,
the children of the Motherland, allow it to
come true, I shounld like to comment upon
one point made by the writer, “that nothing
has been done for the love of us; it has
been done becamse we have needed each
other.” Why did Britain fight for Poland
and freedom? Poland had no asseis to
speak of and Britain wanted nothing from
Poland, but Britain gave and gave freely
of all she had so that democracy might be
saved for the world. That is my answer o
that American Senator. I have called
Britain great. Let me quote another Ameri-
can. The following is an extract from Presi-
dent Roosevelts 17th Report to Congress
on Lend-Lease:—

The total menetary valye to the United
Kingdom of its reverse lend-lease aid to the
United States from the l1st June, 1942, fo the
30th June, 1944, was 2,437,062,000 dollars—
almost 2% billion dollars. Thirty-one per cent.
of all supplies and equipment required by the
U.8. Army in the European theatre of war
between 1st June, 1942, and the 30th June,
1944, were supplied by British reverse lend-
lease aid without payment by the TUnited
States.

It would have taken 1,000 ships to send the
requisite supplies from the Unifed States
to Britain, and the cost of such transport
has not been allowed for as it does not
come into reverse lend-lease; it is a gift.
Lend-lease and reverse lend-lease made il
possible to begin the invasion of Europe
months eariter than would bave been the
case. In addition to the supplies mentioned,
an immense amount of construnetion has
been done to aeccommodate the treops of the
United States—air bases, eamps, and repair
depots thronghout England, in Northern
Treland, Wales and Scotland. About one-
third’ of Great Britain’s total labour force
was employed on the United States pro-
gramme on production, which work will he
valueless to Britain in peacetime. The
monetary fotals are incomplete, but thev
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can never show the trme values of costs be-
tween the United States and Britain be-
cause the eost of labour in these countries
is very different. Dollar figures are arrived
at by translating pounds into dollars af
official rates of exchange, and therefore un-
derstate the real financial value. For ex-
ample, a parachute which is poarchased in
the United States for the Forces or for
lease-lend countries eosts 165 dollars,
whereas in the United Kingdom it costs 135
dollars. An army jacket costing 6 dollars
10 cents in Ameriea costs B dollars 60 cents
in Britain. Members will notiee the saving
to the United States, which is seldom men-
tioned. The report continues—

Although Great Britain has supplied so
much material for the Allies, the United King-
dom forees have been supplied with approxi-

mately 70 per cent. of their equipment from
their own factories,

Great Britain’s part in this combined pro-
duction and sopply, through the miracles
of production and the steadfastness of -her
people, have heen achieved in the five years
during which they have been living literally
on the front lines. From the days of the
great blitz in 1840-41, through the equally
terrible flying bomb attacks of last year—
when 700,000 houses were partially or
wholly destroyed within a few months—the
people submitied to five years of smashing
bomb attacks which destroyed 414 million
homes, They were five years in which
countless families were torn apart, five
years in which mothers were called to fae-
tories and fathers to the Forees, five vears
of scanty rations in food and -clothing.
Out of & population of approximately
45,000,000 people, no fewer than 23,000,000
were removed from their homes, either for
war work or at Government direction.

After the glorious defeat at Dunkirk, and
it was a glorious Qefeat, when every little
ship, tug, yacht and paddle-boat went to the
reseue of those 500,000 men, did the people
of England feel down-hearted? No! They
were more determined than ever o build
again. They had that unconquerahle spirit
which has made it possible for 78,000,000
British people to build an Empire. Britain
conceived and earried out the bridging of the
Channel, fathom deep, by a steel pipeline
which would enable her to pump hundreds
of thousands of gallons of petrol a day to
Pranee when V.-Day eame. So sure was she
that that day would come that she built



408

little rafts to bridge the surface of the
water. But of what use are they to her now?
I cannot see that they will be one iota of ad-
vantage to her now that peace has come,
But they did help Ameriea and they did help
the Allies, and they helped Britain, too, to
conquer Germany. Now, I do nof want
members fo think for one moment—as my
friend has said—that I do not like America,
I do not want members to think that.

I salute the Americans for what they have
done, but the senator who said that Amerieca
could live alone economically, and that Bri-
tain could not, hit the nail on the head.
Ameriea is a rich country with a 130,000,000
population to exploit her wealth and eon-
sume her goods. Now what of Russia? She
depicted Brifain’s downfall to less than a
third-rate power, “The prospect of mass
unemployment,” she said, “lies upon Britain
like an cvil shadow.” That was well ercu-
lated in Britain just before the last election,
and I cannot help thinking that such pro-
paganda had an influence on the political
landslide. Neither ‘ean I help remembering
what that small, but great, power Britain
has dane for Russia, When Russia eame into
the war Britain had been waging war alone
for a long time. As Churchill said, “We
ficht alone, but not for ourselves alone.”
Russia, like all other great powers, waited
until she was first attacked to attaek.

Although British armies were cverywhere
short of supplies, Britain decided to send
certain vital necessary supplies to Raussia
to encourage and support her new ally. If
was British engineers who opened up the
overland supply route from the Persian Gulf
to the Caspian Sea to transport British, and
later on United States, supplies to Russia.
More than 4,000,000 tons of tanks and muni-
tions poured across that route for three
vears before Germany was defeated, Tt was
the Trans-TIranian supply system which was
largely responsible for enabling Russia to
save Stalingrad. Although by April, 1943,
the Americans were able to take over much
of the road and rail haulage on that par-
ticular route, the fact rvemains that it was
British skill, British enterprisc and British
courage that provided that route. The dif-
fienltics were ocnormous, crossing mountain
ranges 7,000 ft. high, with 52 deg. of
frost and trains hreaking in half and run-
ning away. Bul the British, with inimit-
able tenacity, worked on until they had pro-
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vided that partieular route to Russia. Over
the icy Aretie, oo, with untold dangers in
every knot, millions of tons of war materials
found their way to Russia, all convoyed by
the British Navy, and on British ships and
with British volunteer seamen,

It would take hours to enumerate the mil-
lions of pounds worth of articles from
needles to power plants that were sent to
Russia at great cost to Britain and risk to
British lives. But, like Ameriea, Russia is
& unit country. She owned one-sixth of the
world hefore the war; and in the early days
of the war publicity was given, both through
our Press and through our radio, to the fact
that she wanted no territorial gain whatso-
ever, We aglmost believed her. Lithuania,
Latvia and Estonia fell into her lap like
ripe cherries, without protest from the Allies,
as well as part of Finland and half of
Poland. She has now complete domination
over the Baltic Sea and the Baltic States.
Russia has made sure of her interests, being
protected by deporting inhabitants of aec-
quired lands who were antagonisfic to ber,
and installing Soviet citizens. Over 1,500,000
Poles are still missing, and it will be ve-
membered that they were driven out in the
early days when Russia first went into
Poland. They were driven to Russia and
Soviet citizens were put in their particular
country.

Russia now seeks freedom of the waters
which have for ages been eclosed to her in
Turkey. She seeks to enlarge her interests
in the East at the expense of Britain. Why?
Is it not for world trade and domination?
She did not enter the world war until she
saw which way the United States were
going, and she did not enter the Pacific war
until she saw that victory by the western
Allies way sure. She will now reap great
benefits from, althongh she says she
will not take, new ports in JManchuria.
She will nevertheless get ports in that

parficular part of the world where
hefore Japan rode roughshod.  Man-
churia always belonged to China; it

was always a Chinese possession. Professor
Copland has said that Russia will become a
great economic power, and I am sure we
s11 believe it. She will enlarze her terests
through China, Japan and the Islands nntil
she is linked nup with this country. I salute
her. The Russians have been hereie in their
fizht, but they have not fouzht for democ-
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raey. They have fonght heroically for com-
munism under the belief that they were
fighting for demoeracy.

Mr. Withers: You ought to give this
seript back to ‘‘The Avcher’’ when you
have finished:

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I would like
to, but he does not know of its existence
yet.

In my view geographieally, economically,
and politically, Russiz can look after
herself, or perhaps the hon. member
might help her. What bas all this got
to do with my subject? Just this: That
_ both the countries whieh I bave mentioned
are self-contained. They need nome of our
particular aid. But our Motherland is com-
posed of a small island, and both America
and Russia are alike when they say that she
cannot hope to feed herself, clothe herselif’
and retain her former greatness, and I add,
alone. But they are wrong if they think
she stands alone. The outflung posts of
the Empire have always come to her help
when she has been in need of it. She needs
it now., How can we give it? The answer
is—it is guite easy—it is ‘‘Buy British,”’
demand British geods, make contraets with
Britain, The Governments of both Britain
and Australia are now Labour Govern-
ments, and it is for Labour now to show
her worth. It will be an eternal disgrace
to Labour polities if our country cannot
elasp hands with Britain across the sea and
help the Motherland to bear her burden.

Mr. Needham: Australia has not been
idle.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: T am very
worried now that she should do her duty
when the time has eome for her to do it.
We see that, owing to the termination of
lend-lease, housing, decent food and eloth-
ing must be delayed or eut in a country
that lias suffered so much and that I, at
any rate, love. 1 am not speaking of Lah-
our in England. I know the members of
the party there will do their best. T am
speaking of Labour Governments here, and
I trust that they will make contact with
Britain and help her out of the diffieulties
in which she now finds herself.

Mr. Needham: Have they not been doing
sof

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I cannot un-
derstand what the hon. member is sayiny.
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Mr. SPEAKEIi: Order! The member for
Subiaco will address the Chair.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER : We sometimes
hear unthinking people say that America
has saved Ausfralia; I heard the hon. mem-
ber say it. It is said that our debt is to
her rather than to Britain; though the hon.
member did not say that. Bat let us think
back for a moment. YWhen Pearl Harbour
lay stricken, the Japs had a chance to in-
vade Australia. They certainly gave us a
few nuisanee bombs, but why did they not
come down in hordes to invade this eoun-
fry before America could mobilise her
Army or get her Navy into action?. It was
because of the disiance from her base. 1
am one of those few people who believa
that Japan never seriously contemplated
the invasion of Australia. The rich islands .
north of Australia which held all the raw
materials she desired, with their teeming
millions of coloured population who would
be subservient to her—these were her real
objectives. Japan knew that she could
never keep and develop a continent of this
size with 7,000,000 whites who were indi-
vidualistic and undiseiplined, a continent
with 11,000 miles of coastline alway® open
to the might of the British and American
navies. Japan is not a foolish nation. Many
members may have been there and must
know them. The Japanese knew of our
waterless tracts and sandy deserts. They
knew Australis better than the majority of
Australisns know it. Japan was content
to keep what she had gained. Her con-
cern was this: that Australin was the
jumping-off ground for America, and there-
fore she tried to prevent Ameriea from
using Australia, But Ameriea did use
Anstralia.

Mr. Smith: She had all the serap-ivon
she wanted.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: ‘It helped
America for Ausiralia to be used. What
would have happened to Auwustralia, espe-
clally Western Aunstralia, if Japan had heen
suecessful in her Pearl Harhour stunf on
Ceylon? Ameriea had little interest in this
side of the continent. It was the British
who shot down the 100 Japanese planes over
Ceylon and sent the Japanese out of those
waters and kept the sea lanes from India
and Ceylon to Australia free. What would
have happened tfo South Africa and the
Cape route both to Australia and North
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Africa if Britain had not taken prompt ae-
tion in Madagasear? Let it be remembered
tha¢ North Africa meant a great deal to our
war programme and America’s war pro-
gramme. What would have happened if the
British had not been holding wp a million
Japs in Burma and elsewhere?

The British got no headlines—and are not
getting many in this Chamber tonight—when
her Royal Navy attacked Sabang, the
enemy’s naval base and oil centre on Sumatra
" and Surabaya. They had no headlines when
the Royal Navy sank 62 Japanese vessels
when they were on their way to Rangoon
in 1944, There were no headlines to say
that Britain had formed a new army and
that thousands of troops were on their way
when peace was declared. Before the Paci-
fic war ended, there were a million of our
British forces in the Far Kast. Information
received on the 13th July stated that before
the end of August the number would be in-
creased and that nearly 2,000,000 men would
he in the East. No atomie bomh was neces-
sary for Japan's defeat, and neither was
Russia’s last minute entry. Japan was al-
ready defeated. It might have taken longer
to end the war, but Japan was already de-
feated. The British people are modest. We
do not see Britain’s men here in the same
way as we have seen the Americans. They
are not as obvious asz are our American

friends. They do not put their arms around

people in the daylight!

The Minister for Works: Do they de so
at night?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER : Britain hates
publicity. She is the world’s worst propa-
gandist. Tn 1934, I wrote a little book called
“Empire Unity or ‘Red’ Asiatic Domina-
tion.” In that book I dealt with Australia’s
trade with Japan. These words oceur in the
book—

Will Australin accept the shadow and let
the substance go?

Japan was our second largest buyer of wool.
During 1931-32, Australia exported to Japan
produce worth £11,000,000, of which the
wool exported was valued at £7,000,000 odd.
She imported from Japan goods to the value
of £2,396,734  In 1932-33, Australia in-
creased her imports from Japan to
£3,564,000, This increase occurred largely
at the expense of British goods. Mills in
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Yorkshire and Lancashire were idle whilst
we in Australia were buying Japanese goods.
Japan flooded the world with cheap goods.
She achieved that not only by cheap labour
but by aid from internal currency such as
Germany employed and Russia employs now,
and which has beer employed by many coun-
tries which subsidise their goods so that they
ean be sold on the world’s markets at
cheaper than cost. I will illustrate that by
showing members a little doyley. I bought
it in a most exclusive shop in the most ex-
clusive street in London, It is linen and
hand-made, and it sold for 1d. There were
thousands there waiting to be sold. I have
had this doyley washed over 1,000 times, so
it is of good quality. Other articles were
sold at that time in Britain and elsewhere
equally cheaply.

The Minister for Lands: Was it made in
Britain for 1d4.¢ i

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: No, in Japan.
I am sorry if I did not make myself clear.
It is money acquired through the means I
have mentioned that allows warlike nations
to build equipment for war. America, with
her large supplies of gold and her huge sup-
plies of raw materials may not adopt these
methods, hut she has might behind her and
a world in debt to her before her; therefore
markets must he open to her. Russia and
her satellites will adopt these means, She
has been acquiring her war equipment by
these methods singe the ryevdlution. It 1is
plain wishful thinking to imagine that demo-
cracy has won this war. It is might that
has won it, and in some countries the free-
dom for which we fought will never he
known.

Surely our lesson has been hard emoughl
We want no more wars; but as surely as
night follows day, peace will not come io
the British nation unless we stand tozether
in this post-war period. It is true that there
are only 78,000,000 white people seattered
throughout one-third of the glohe; but the
real population of the Empire is approxi-
mately 500,000,000, We have raw materials;
we have the character to proteet ourselves
and our industries; and our dominions and
Brifish colonies are potentially rich, We
ean win throngh with unity, and only with
unity. Rudyard Kipling some years ago
wrote & poem in which he appealed from
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England to the Empire for unity. He ended ,

his poem with these words—
Alsp we will make promise
So long as bleod endures
I shall know that your good is mine,
Ye shall feel that'my strength is yours,
In the day of Armageddon,
At the last great fight of all,
That our House shall stand together
And the pillars do not fall.

On motion by Mr. Mann, debate adjourned,

House adjourned at 9.36 p.m.

Hiegislutive Assembly.

Wednesday, 29tk August, 1945.
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The SPEAKER {ook the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

WATER SUPPLIES.
(n) ds to Progress at Pingrup.

Mr. WATTS asked the
Water Supplies:

1, What progress has been made w1th the
excavation of water tank on No. 1 site at
Pingrup?

2, When is the work expected to be com-
plete?

3, Will completion include roofing and
bitumenising of catehment area, and if so,
what area of catchment will be treated?

4, Is a pipe to be laid to the adjmcent
road, and what size pipe will be used?

The MINISTER replied :

1, 50 per cent. of excavation for dam and
drains.

Minister for
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2, End of October, providing reofing iron
is available.

3, Inecludes roofing, but no bitumen cateh-
ment at present.

4, Yes, to adjacent road, but not to main
Pingrup-Lake Grace road. Two-inch pipe
will be used.

(b) As to Cranbrook and Mt. Barker.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

1, When is it expected that a start can be
made in regard to the approved survey for
a water supply at Cranbrook?

2, What progress has been made regard-
ing the proposed wafer supply for Mount
Barker?

The MINISTER replied:

1, In a month’s time, when surveyor fin-
ishes work in hand.

2, Bufficient information has been ob-
tained to sabmit a preliminary report to
the Director of Works (Mr., Dumas). This
will be considered after his retarn from the
Eastern States on the 31st August.

{(c) As to K&lamuuda and Maida Vale.

Mr. OWEN asked the Minister for Water
Supplies:

1, What source of supply was decided on
as the resnlt of the survey made in regarr
to the water supply for Kalamunda and
Maida Vale?

2, Was there any alternative sonrce dis-
covered ?

3, Does he consider that these places
should be left any longer without a water
supply?

4, If not, what is it proposed to do to
make a supply available in the rear future?

5, Can & water supply be guaranteed for
next year, and if not, what will be the pos-
sible cause for delayf

The MINISTER replied:

1, Mundaring Weir.

2, Every natural loeal source of supply
kad been examined without resuit,

3, Until Mundaring Weir is raised it is
impossible to provide a satisfactory sup-
ply.

4, Raising of Mundaring Weir has been
listed as one of the urgent post-war works.

5, No. Bee 3 and 4.



